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H . * 1 — © Tra, | collected 
T. 5 Memoirs, is moſt 
e dedicated to your Royal 
Highneſs, and is. intended to preſent, in one 
ſhort. View, ſome of the moſt memorable. 
and important Tranſactions, that have ever. 


been done or pet form d, on the ek 
Stage of this Kingdom. 


; Obſervations on Government, i if chey be 
juſt, can never. be; unacceptable; eſpeclalln 


to a Subject ſo nearly related to Sovereigaty., 
All Minds truly great are truly humane ; 
and therefore, as in this Treatiſe 
preſume to inſtruct your Royal Highneſs, 
fo T am confident 1 * — offend N20 
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(w) 
And what gives me this Aſſurance is, a 
Perſuaſion, that no Attempt to ſerve and 


vindicate our m 


of Mankind, can fail being encouraged by 
your Royal Highneßß Such Encqurage- 
ment is worthy a Prince of the Houſe of 


Faylts | Imperfe&tipns ; none ever was 
ithout them. That ours is the Beſt, 1 
not ny ſincerely believe, but think demon- 
ſtrable therefore tis abſolutely incumbent 


upon all Men to defend and maintain this 
our moſt excellent Government, againſt all 


2 foreign and domeſtic Foes. Your 
oyal Nigbneſs has convinced all Men, How 
well qualified you are to ſapport and d end 


ours.——You have adorned the high Rank 


in which you were born ; and have already 
acquired immortal Honour and Renown'by 
your military Atchievements. Our great De- 
iverance by the Revolution, would have 
been very ge and precarious, had not 
our glorious Deliverer, with great Pains and 
Pifculty, ſettled he Succeſſion to the 
Crown on the Illaſtrious Houſe of Hano- 
mentary Settlement, 
the 'beft. and ſtrongeſf Title to Empire, 
are we indebted for our cligion, Laps, and 


Os" 
The 


oſt holy Religion, our G- 


vernment, Laws, and Conſtitutions, and con- 
ſequently, the natural Rights and Privileges 


Hanover. All Governments have their 


6 
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i he: Succeſſion of your Houſe: had no 
fooner taken Place, but the Enemies of our 
Religion and Laws roſe. up in Arms with 


a Nopiſb Pretender at their Head. And 
| coonibanding the People of England and 


Scotland had taken the Oaths to King Wil. 
liam, and conſequently to the Hanover Set- 
tlement, yet, a very conſiderable Body of 


the Prople, in both Nations, did act and be- 


have as if they really thought their Alle 
giance was due to the Pretender I will 
readily grant, that a very great Part of the 
People, who had promoted and encouraged 
that wicked Rebellion, on the Acceſſion of 
your royal Grand, * to the Crown of theſe 
Realms, were the vicious, the wicked, the 
profligate, and profane; Men extreamiy i ig- 

norant, and deſtitute of all the Principles of 
Religion and Virtue. Yet I muſt confeſs 
there was a great Number amongſt them 
of a different Stamp, Perſons who did teally 


act upon Principle, Who believ'd in their 


Conſciences, that the Pretender was the on- 
ly rightful Heir to the Cron, and in Con- 
ſequence of ſuch a Perſuaſion concluded that 
he had a legal Right; to their Aid and Ac 
fiſtance. And here it ſnou'd be carefully ob- 
ſerved, that the Seeds of Diſloyalty and Diſ- 
affection had for w longi Time been ſewing 
in our Univerſities; and other more pri- 
vate Seminaries of Learning; the Minds of 
great Numbers of our Nobility, Gentry, and 
* A 3 Com- 


450 
Commonalty, had been greatly corrupted 
and depraved, by thoſe who had the Charge 


of their Education. They had been edu- 


cated in all the old, abſurd, and ridiculous 


Notions of Government, as paſſive Obedience, 


Notrefiſtance, and that of an abholute iude- 


feafible bereditary Right, and had been al- 
ways accuſtomed to bear a parliamentary 
Right to the Crown treated as a moſt wick- 
ed and infamous Uſurpation. It was an un- 
lucky Affair for this poor Nation, that our 
religinus Teachers, who were chiefly intruſt- 
ed wich the Education of our Youth, of all 
Ranks and Degrees, happened at this Pe- 
riod of Time, and for a long Time before, 


to be extreamly defective themſelves in the 
Knowledge of our Religion, Laws, and 


Government: For the Principles in which 
they inſtructed our Youth,. were not only 
ridieulous and abſurd, deſtructive to the 
Safety and Welfare of Society, ſubverſive 
of all the natural and ſacred Rights of Man- 
kind, but alſo directly oppoſite and repug- 
nant to the fundamental Laws and Conſtitu- 
tion of the Real. 
Lineal Succeſſion and hereditary Right 
have no Foundation in Nature; and to ſay 
they are appointed by God, is ſo groundleſs 
and-ridiculous a Poſition as to merit no Re- 


ply: — There is no Form of Goveroment in 
the World of divine Appointment ; every 


l 
7 * 
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Nation and Kingdom under Heaven is left 


to 


(u) 


to aul that Form of Government which is 


moſt agreeable to their Genius, and moſt 
— to the ſole End of all Government, 
the Happineſs of the Community: The De- 
ſign ky his little Tract, is to demonſtrate 
beyond all poſſible Contradiction, that the 
Rebellion, on 2 royal Grandfather's A. 
ceſſion to the Throne of theſe: Realms, was 
entirely. occafioned/by the wicked Princl- 
* taught in our Univerſities and Schools. 
It is very true, that the Rebellion was ſoon 
ſuppteſs d, by the inherent Bravery and ſtea- 
dy Reſolution of your royal Grandfather, 
but the Seeds of Rebellion were permitted 
to remain. The Rebels were diſperſed, and 
had lain down their Arms, and ſome thous 
ſands; who by the eſtabliſhed Laws of the 
Land had forfeited their Lives and Eſtates, 
were pardoned by the royal Clemency.— Let, 
notwithſtanding; all this, the Spirit of Re- 
bellion was far Ho being quelled; the old 
Principles ſtill prevailed ; and thoſe who had 
corrupted and depraved the Minds of the 
People, were ſtill left in Poſſeſſion of that 
great and important Truſt, the Education of 
our Youth;,—Woy'd to God your royal 
Grandfather had laid the Axe to the Root 
of the Tree, and bad made a quite new and 
compleat Reformation i in our Univerſities and 
Schools ; that ſo the Youth of our Nobi- 
. lity and Gentry (eſpecially) might have been 
| Educated in the mild and peaceable Princi- 


ple 


(Im) 

ple of the Chriſtian Religion, and with a 

ſincere and hearty Attachment to our G0. 
vernment, Laws and Conſtitution. All Go- 

vernmeht in its own Nature is mutable, as it 

depends on the various Humours and Paſſions 
of Men, and is frequently altered by Time 
and Aceidents. Government was firſt fonnd- 
ed by the Conſent of the Parties concerned: 
And it ſtill continues on the ſame Foot; for, 
prior to thoſe Compacts and Agreements, 
Mankind were born originally free, in a per- 
fect State of Equality, and they never could 
looſe this Equality, except by their own 
Conſent; and whenever in any Part or Cor- 
ner of the World, Men ſhall ennſent to di- 
veſt themſelves of their natural Rights, en- 
ter into Society, voluntarily ſubmitting them- 
ſelves to certain Laws, Compacts, and KA- 
greements, for their mutual Security, great 
Care and Circumſpection ſhould then be 
taken, in framing their primary Laws and 
Conſtitutions ;/ and if it be intended that this 
Government ſhall become permanent, and 
durable, the two ſucceeding Points muſt be 
carefolly attended to The Education of 
their Vouth, eſpecially of their Nobility and 
Sentry, ſhould be entruſted to none but 
Gentlemen of great Knowledge, Learning, 
and Integrity, that are moſt heartily attached 
by Principle to all the primary and funda- 
| mental Laws of this particular N ; (a 
n | Point 


(ir) ; 
Point of the utmoſt Conſequence, that has 
been moſt ſhamefully neglected in England 
ſince the Revolution, which alone has been 
the Occaſion of all the Rebellions and Mif- 
chiefs that has ever ſince befallen this poor 
Nation.) The next Point, of equal Impor- 
tance with the Former, is, that the Gover- 


nors of Society, in all Kingdoms, States 


and Nations of the World, ſhould always 
keep a watchful Eye on the publick 
Teachers of Religion, and by all potlible 
Means endeavour to put them off with a 
veryſmall Share, either of Wealth or Power; 
and here I wou'd be underſtood to mean 
thoſe of all Parties, Characters and Deno- 
minations upon the Face of the whole Earth. 
— Theſe are two Points of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence, if it be intended that the Govern- 
ment ſhou'd remain permanent and durable. 
In all Kingdoms and Nations in the 
World, where religious Teachers have been 
accu ſtomed to en joy any conſiderable Degree 
of Wealth arid Ä there in a very pecu- 
liar and extraordinary Manner it becomes the 
Duty, yea the Wa and indiſpenſable 
Duty, of all Kings, Princes, Rulers, Mi- 
niſters of State, not only to SP a watch 
ful Eye, but a very ſtrict Hand over the 
public Teachers of Religion; leſt while; by 
an affected Humility, they all themſelves 
the Servants of God, of WR and Man- 
$00; they exalt themſelves above all that i 
called 


their Head. 


(x) 
called God, vilify Religion, and enſlave the 


World. Wherever the publick Teachers of 


Religion poſſeſs any conſiderable Degree of 
Wealth and Power, theſe Fears are not 


chimerical, nor ate thoſe Suſpicions ground- 


leſs, as appear by all our Hiſtories ever 
fince the firſt Promulgation of Chriſtianity, 
And here I defy all the Men upon Earth to 

rove the Contrary. Vea, was there nat a 

ime in this very Nation, when our Cler- 
gy rode upon the Necks of qur Kings, in- 
ſulted our Magiſtrates, defied our Laws, and 
led upon all the ſacred Rights of 
nkind. Bleſſed be almighty God, adored 
be his Name for ever, that he has delivered 
vs to a very great Degree, from this worſt 
and moſt accurſed of all Evils, eccleſiaſtical 
Tyranny and Slavery. It has been no ſmall 
Advantage to the Character of your Royal 


HighneG, chat ydu have ever been fond of 


imitatiog your illuſtrious Anceſtors ; it was 
their Glory to be Warlike, to engage young 
in War, and to defend Right againſt Vio- 
lence. The King, your Father, diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf at your Years, as you have done, 
— The King, your Grandfather, in his fif- 
teenth Year, fought bravely by the Side 


of his Father, at the Battle of Treves, where 


that gallant Prince. commanded the confe- 
derate Cavalry, vanquiſhed and routed a 
French Atmy with a Marſhal of France at 


I muſt 


/ 


. — Influence, and Authority, four 


wn: CM 
dt muſt here mention another Part of the 
Charger of your Royal Highneſs's illuſtri- 


dus Progenitors, and which is equally worthy 


of Imitation; they ever had a moſt tender 
and ſacred Regard for the religious as well 


as civil Liberties of Mankind. In the Year 


1529, at the grand and general Diet of — 


Empire at Spires in Germany, we find you 


e Anceſtors vehemently W the 
Cauſe and Intereſt of Luther. And notwithe 
ſtanding they could not prevent the 1 
thoſe wicked and diabolical te) 1 — 
were intended to introduce nothing 
der and Rapine, Violence and Boandl. 
throughout the whole Germanic Empire, 
that thereby the Prieſts might continue and 


remain in Poſſeſſion of the Bodies, the Souls, 


the Conſciences and Properties of Mankind, 
yet your Anceſtors were the foremoſt in en- 
tering a moſt ſolemn, and awful Proteſt 
againſt thoſe wicked Decrees ; and by their 


more of the German Princes immediately 

yn'd in the ſame Proteſt; and ſoon after 
ricen, free Cities of (Germany followed 
their Examp y declaring that 


le; all 


they would defend and — this Proteſt.— 


It was at this very Juncture the Lutherans 
firſt obtained the Name of Proteſtants, which 
was afterwards given in common to all who 


e themſelves from the tyrannical and 


| ; idolatrous 
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(Ali) 8 
idolatrous Church of Rome. Happy, thtice 
happy are the Britons who have a Prince 
upon the Throne, that is deſcended from a 
Race of Nobles, who early embraced' and 
reſolutely defended the Proteſtant Religion, 
and who moſt eminently adorn'd their high 
Rank and Dignity, by boldly aud ſucoeſsful- 
ly oppoſing the wicked and impious Claims 
of eëcleſiaſtical Men, who, for many Ages, 
under the Notion of the Church, had moſt 
grievouſly oppreſs d the Liberties of the 


Chtiſtian World May their Succeſſfors 


ever follow their glorious Examples; then 
they'll be the Defenders of that Faith which 
is the Reſult of Evidence and Conviction, 
and only fit for reaſonable Beings.— can't 
here omit taking Notice of the ſacred 
Repard your Royal Grandfather had to 
the religious Rights of Mankind, of which 
be gave a noble and extraordinary Im- 
Nance, Soon after his Acceſſion to the 
Crown of theſe Realms, great Numbers of 
our Clergy, having their Minds darken'd 
and beclouded by the Bigotry, Superſtition 
and Prejudices which they had early re- 
oeiv'd at our Univerſities and Schools, be- 
gan to grow | noiſy and turbulent, and to 
ſet up Claims, inconſiſtent with our funda- 


mental Laws and Conſtitutions, and with 


a true eccleſiaſtical F and Bitterneſs, 


they actually commenced an unrighteous 


Proſecution 


Tss err cet 


( Xlit |) | 
| Proſecution: againſt a particular Brother ot 
their own, who then was, and has ever 
ſince continued to be, one of the brighteſt 
and moſt ſhining Ornaments of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church. At łhis critical Juncture the 
Eyes and the Hearts of all the honeſt and 
Wide Men in the Nation, were upon this 
poor Reverend Gentleman, whom with 
great Concern and Solicitude they naw 
ſaw about to be demoliſhed by a ſacerdotal 
Faction. But their Sorrow) and Grief was 
ſoon diſſipated. They ſaw, with a noble Plea- 
ſure, that your royal Grandfather was about 
to interpoſe for the Safety and Protection of 
one ſingle Subject; he was graciouſly pleaſed, 
by his royal Writ to the Archbiſhop" of 
Canterbury, to prorogue the Convocation; 
whereby their Deſigns were at once entirely 
defeated : .A noble Inftance of royal Juſtice 
and paternal Affection; his generous Soul 
was influenced by all thoſe: Sentiments of 
Humanity and Compaſſion, with which the 
Chriſtian Religion never fails to inſpire its 
real Votaries. This ſingle Inftance of his 
royal Virtue, \will ever be recorded in the 
Britiſh Annals; to his immortal Honour and 
Renown, and for which, Generations to 
come will call him blefled-——I might 
eafilyenlarge. on this Head, and produce mas 
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ny other Inſtances; to the ſame Purport; 
but this is ſufficient to let your Royal High- 
neis fee; that there are other Parts in the Con- 
duct of your royal Progenitors, worthy the 
ſtricteſt Imitation of all their Succeſſors, be- 
ſides their warlike and. military Atchieve- 
ments. can't poſſibly conclude this Dedi- 
cation without taking ſome Notice of the ex- 
traordinary Deliverance you lately wrought 
out for us at the glorious and ever memora- 
ble Battle of Culladen. A critical Period, when 
we were in the utmoſt Peril and Danger. 
The Eyes of all were turned towards your 
Royal Highneſo, and not in vain; the Ex- 
ns of the Publick were fully an- 
ſwered. | After incredible Labours and Fa- 
tigues, you faced and bravely the 
Enemy, and, in a few Hours, vanquiſhed 
and defeated a Crew, the moſt bold and dar- 
ing, the moſt wicked and deſperate that 

erer the World ſaw Animated by your 
Example, our Troops purſued, with incredi- 
ble Teil, and totally Wat their Army.—A 
noble and glorious. Victory indeed, by the 
general Voice of the Nation wholly aſcrib'd 
to your perſonal Conduct and Valour. It's 
true, the Rebellion is now ſuppreſs d, bat 
the Work is nat compleated; — ſtill 
remains to be done, as an additional Security 
to the Succeſſion of the Crown in your illu- 
ſtrious 2 conſequently” for the 
Preſet» 


(ww) 


Preſervation' of our Laus and | Liberties; 


which entirely depend on that Succeſſion, 
No, Sit, tho“ the Rebellion is ſuppreſs d, the 
deeds and Spirit of Rebellion are far from be- 
ing quelled and extinguiſhed . Are they not 
cheriſhed, fomented, and kept alive in our 
Univerſities and publick Schools. Had Care 
been taken in the Days of your royal Grand- 
father to extinguiſh and root up the Seeds 
and Spirit of Diſloyalty and Diſaffection, 
that was then ſo rampant in our national 
Church, Univerſities and Shools, we, in 
our Days, had never been plagued with a ſe- 
cond Rebellion. — And I perſuade myſelf 
that your Royal Highneſs, and every honeſt 


Man that ſhall impartially peruſe this little 


Treatiſe, will be convinced, that it is a Mat- 
ter of the laſt Importance, to the very 
Being and Exiſtence of our preſent happy 
Conſtitution, that ſome new and extraordi- 
nary Reformation be immediately intro- 
duced into our Univerſities and Schools, if 
not into our national Church.—-Should this 
Matter be omitted or neglected, and our 
Youth continue to have their Minds early. 
impreſs'd with the Seeds and Spirit of Diſ- 
loyalty and Diſaffection, I greatly fear that 
# ſome future critical Period, this Spirit 

ill again burſt out into a Flame, and pro- 
bably end in our utter Ruin and Deſtruction, 
I ſhall make no Apology for this Pedica- 
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tion, the Importance of the Subject js a uk. 
ficient Excuſe. My Prayers and good Wiſhes 


ſhall ever attend you 


r Royal pes 1 


ſpeak ſincerely, and 4 from x Vonom, na wy 


Heart, when I eln 
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A Bir at the Root, &c. 


T has ever been my Opinion, that a Free- 
dom of Speech and writing ought al- 
ways to be allowed and encouraged; 
when it is exerted with an honeſt De- 
ſign of ſerving our Country, and when it is 
employed in expoſing and cenſuring any real 
Miſmanagement of the publick Affairs. 

The Experience of all Ages has convinc'd 
us, that few Corruptions, either of a publick 
or private Nature; can withſtand the Power 
of a free Enquiry ; it is therefore right and 
juſt for Engh/bmen to ſet fo great a Value on 
that moſt important Ptivilege; the Free- 
dom of Speaking and Writing their Senti- 
ments upon Points of the higheſt Con- 


— 0 
we owe out Reforination from 
Popety, and our happy Deliverance from 
the wicked Tyranny and Uſurpation of the 
See of Rome. To this moſt ineſtimable Pri- 
vilege are we alſo indebted for the preſent 
— of Superſtition, Enthuſiaſm, Perſe- 

B f eution 
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cution, and the eternal Overthrow of thoſs 
ſtupid and laviſh Doctrines of paſſive Obe- 
dience, Non-refiſtance, and the abſolute in- 
defeaſible hereditary Right of Princes. In 
the following Tract I moſt ſolemnly profeſs 
my Intention is not to give Offence to any 
Perſon upon Earth. I muſt acknowledge my 
Nature is frank and open, warmly-difpos'd 
not only to ſeek, but to ſpeak what I take 
to be true. I am perſuaded that the Life and 
Faculties of Men, at the beſt, are but ſhort 
and limited, and therefore can't be employ/d 
more rationally. or laudably, than in the 
Search of Knowledge, and eſpecially of that 
Sort which relates to our Duty, and condu- 
ces to our Happineſs. Wherever 1 per- 
ceive any Glimmering of Truth, I endea- 
vour. to trace it to its. Source, without any 
| Reſerve; or Caution of puſhing the Diſcovery 
too far, or opening too great a Glare of 
Light to the Publick.-—I look upon the 
Diſcovery of any thing which is true, as a 
valuable Acquiſition to Society, tho' the 
Light of Truth will certainly expoſe all thoſe . 
popular Syſtems and Prejudices, which are 
to be found in every Country derived from 
_ Fraud, or Superſtition ; and craftily 
mpos'd on the many, to ſerve the Intereſt 
of a few. | Hence it is, that upon the Detec- 
tion of any of theſe, and eſpoeially of the 
religious Kind, we preſently ſee all the Fury 
and * of fierce Bigots, by pocritical Zea- 
lats, 


(6590). 
lots and 8 Politicians, And f in ſhort, 
all W Hoſe Credit br Fortunes TH hy Manner 
5 oll the Eſtabliſhment of Error or Ig- 
notatiee among Men: And from hence has 
aroſe all thoſe bötrible Maſfacres and Perſe- 
be of 'which we ftequently read, both 
in Christian and Pagan Countties, Where, 
unter the Pretence of ſervirig” God, Men 
have deſtroy'd many thoufatids” of his beſt 
Servants ; but Truth was never k known on 
the perſecuting Sq Lec FR 
- The Reader, in the following Sheets, will 
find none of thoſe Arts which are frequently 
employed to palliate * a bad Cauſe, or to per- 
plex'a good one, no ſubtle Refinements, 
no forced Coniftruetions, or evaſive Diſtinc- 
_— but only plain Reaſoning, grounded 
plain known Facts; and pu liſh'd with 
a honeſt and” Aifintereſted Feebiildn to free 
the Minds of Men from a blind and violent 
Attachment to Etror and Impoſtute, which, 
fot a long Succeffion of Apes, has diſgraced 
the Religion of the Goſpe 7 and 18 d 
oter the Reaſon and Scale of a People, 
all other Reſpects wiſe, brave, and fie. — 
Whatever Judgment any other Man may 
form; or whatever he may write on the Sub- 
je of this Performance, I Hall not" cafil 
be drawn into any Controverſy abcut it; 1 
have diſcharged: ny Conſcience, ad am 
content: ee e the fame Liberty Veto Any 
body elſe, And fo cave tlie feſt tö the Judg- 
z0 B 2 ment 
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ment of. the Publick;——- However, if 1 
Thould hereafter be convinced of any Error 
or Miſtake in the Repreſentation of any Fact, 
or Teſtimony, or Character, I am ready to 
retract it in the ſame publick Manner in 
which I committed it.*x When I firſt 
heard that a great Officer at Oxford, and ſe- 
veral of the Students, were actually under a 
Prolecution, the former for a monſtrous 
Neglect of Duty, the latter, for ſome high 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors, ſuppos'd to have 
been committed at Oxford, on the Birth- 
Day of one of the Pretender's Sons ; I began 
preſently to look on this Affair as one of the 
| pone® and moſt extraordinary Events that 
had happened for a long Time, and that in 
its Conſequence, it muſt be productive of the 
greateſt Happineſs to the preſent and ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, as it would afford the Legiſ- 
lature a fair and ſeaſonable Opportunity to 
examine into all the ridiculous and abſurd 
Notions, both of Religion and Government, 
that are there inculcated into the young and 
tender Minds of our Nobility and Gentry: 
From whence all the Miſchiefs and Miſeries 


Tbe Reader is defired all 2long to take Notice, 
that this Tract was wrote immediately after the Com- 
mencement of the Proſecution againſt the Vice-Chan- 

_ cellor and ſome Students at Oxford, and was intended to 
have been publiſh'd inſtantly; but the Author was pre- 
vented by a long Fit of Sickneſs, and ſome other una - 
voidable Engagements, which made it impoſſible, 


on 


| . | 

chat have ever beſel this poor Nation, have 
owed their Riſe and Origin. really imagin'd 
the Trial of thoſe Offenders cou'd produce 
nothing leſs than a quite new and. different 
Regulation in our Univerſities at leaſt, that 
ſo for the future, our Youth may be edu- 
cated in the noble and generous Principles of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and that their No- 
tions of Government wou'd be adapted to 
the general Good of Society, and perfect]; 
conſiſtent with the fundamental Laws an 
Conſtitutions of the Rem. 
Whilſt I was amuſing myſelf with thoſe 
agrecable Speculations, which 1 thought 
wou'd fo much conduce to the Happineſs 
of Millions yet unborn; I was knock'd down, 
by an Account from London, that ſome 
great Men began to think that this Proſecu- 
tion ſnhou d be dropped, or otherwiſe carried 
on with the utmoſt Lenity and Mildneſs, 
that ſo the ſuppos d Criminal may, if poſſi- 
ble, eſcape with Impunity; and that, ſhou'd 
they be attack'd with Vigour, and puniſh'd 
in ſuch Manner as the Law directs, it may 
probably throw the Nation into a Fetment, 
and the old knaviſh Cry of the Danger of 
the Church, which has formerly done ſuch 
mighty Wonders, may be again ſet uꝑ ig moſt 
Places in England, and occaſion ſuch Con- 
vulſſons in the State, as may produce the 
worſt of Conſequences. I will not pre- 
tend to ſay this is ſtrictly and abſolutety woe, 
Cen B 3 l 
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J hope it. is-not, I. 011 lay. } have . ch 
At 
Know not, 
Whigh, 


nothing ſurely can be more, fallagious. and.r1+ 
HR 1 1 grant, that this Finger 


| a Repreſcntati on, Wherein it is; allerted; 
ſome great Wea. Whg they are 


affect to zalk in thy, Way, the 


of the Danger of the Church, has, in moſt 
Countrigs, at; different, Times, ops! mighty 


deats an Wente, 95 probably zit may 
at this by in Bere * 1 f 
Count; hut. to relume, that. t he ſefting 
up 1 th Is Cry i in el a now. produce 
eee benen is an gpen and 
vio lent, Attack on the, 1 Judgment, 
wg Learning of i 11 5 Ager Noa 
his 2 of ay, II ke... be to * 
820 or. it, uch a 17 wou'd be demea 
unworthy, ze Notice of apy, Map thay bears 


oy Keel er pf great, or ils, religioph.Gn 
| ws 17 4 10 


ans Th forma, * 
. of B e 1 nee 


utable; 1 . — Lait 
e t the Word of the Lord 


may pol $; AYR 
abideth 5:1 ever, and, as Chriſtians, i We 


ſhou' d rely A the Veracity of God. en 
he will. ever. — elend this Church 


This Church claims no Power, or! 
fu over the Perſons, Properties, or 
e Conſciences 
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Conſciences of others; and with Regard to 
human Society, 'tis friendly and peaceable 
to the laſt Degree, and gives all Men an 
equal Right of differing from each other, 
and enjoyns, that each Man ſhould remain 
in the quiet and peaceable Poſſeſſions of his 
Principle. This is the Chriſtian Church, this 
is the new Teſtament Church, and every 
honeſt and wiſe Man in the. Kingdom, will 
be of this Church. But to return from this 
little Digreſſion, though not unneceſſary. 1 
now come to remark, that it's no new Thin 
for great Men, for Princes, Rulers, and Mi- 
niſters of State, to live in a mean ſeryile Fear 
and Dependance on the religious Teachers 
of their reſpective Countries. And really 
in popiſn Countries, ſuch a Dread and Fear 
of the religious Teachers, in Miniſters of 
State, becomes quite conſiſtent with all the 
Rules of Prudence and Policy ; becaule, there, 
the Clergy are, in a Manner, in Poſſeſſion of 
the Bodies, the Souls, the Conſciences, and 
Properties of the Peo _ IOW 
The late King of . when the Exi- 
gencies of his Affairs made it neceſſary for 
him to oppreſs his Subjects 0 a very great 
Degree, remarked to h# Secretary of 
State, Monſicur Colbert, thit the Revenues | 
of the Clergy, in Lands Inly, amounted to 
ſeveral Millions Sterling. Year : Colbert re- 
plied to his Majeſty, that this was certainly 
true; and alſo, that &lides this prodigious - 
B+ Income 
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Income, the ready Money they wrefted 
put of private, Families, amounted to an im- 
 menſe Sum. However he remarked, that 
if their Revenues were attacked, they would 
preſently become noiſy and turbulent, where- 
as, if the whole Sum wanted was raiſed on 
the Laity only, they would endeavour to 
prepare and reconitile the People to it; 
and that they would always ſupport and 
concur with his Majeſty, in any Meafures, 
tho' ever ſo oppreſſive as long as they 
themſelves cou'd be exempted, and permit- 
ted to live in Security and Plenty. This 
Colbert was certainly as great and wiſe a 
Miniſter as moſt in Europe, and doubtleſs 
his reaſoning on this Head was perfectly 
right and juit. But for great Men, or Mi- 
niſters of State, to live in this mean and ſer- 
vile Fear of religious Teachers, in Pro- 
teſtant Countries, argues a poor and daſtard- 
ly. Spirit, and diſcovers a want of Knowledge, 


2 preſume Monſieur Colbert here refers to the ge- 
 neral Practice ot the Romiſh Clergy, who, when any Per- 

ſon is fuppog'd tp be a dying, repair to the Houſe, whe- 
ther ſent for or nat; to adminiſter the S:crament of the 
Supper, or the extre. im Unction to the dying Perfon. 
And they never fail ot improving thoſe Opportunities to 
wreſt ſeme Money op” of the Family, and ſometimes 
good rouhd Sums, as : Conſideration for a Number of 
Maſſes and Prayers : i. ; promiſe to repeat after the 
Deceaſe of the then dying \Perſon. In Spain and Nah, 
many good Families have, I een impoveriſhed by thoſe 
notorious Villagies and Cheats, of their Clergy. 

and 
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and all other Talents proper for Rule and 
Government. 

Great Men in England ſhou'd conſider 
that they are not in Popiſh Countries, and 
be thankful to Almighty God for it; they 
ſhou'd conſider likewiſe, that in Proteſtant 
Countries, where Liberty and Freedom pre- 
vails, every Man has his Body, his Soul, 
his Conſcience and Eſtate, in his own Keep- 
ing, and that he need not deliver up the Ma- 

Nagernent or Direction af either, ta apy Man, 
or Body of Men, upon the Face of God's, 
Earth. However I will grant, that even in 
Proteſtant Countries, there may formerly have 
been ſome critical Times, and peculiar Sea- 
ſons, when this Fear and Dread of a natio- 
nal Clergy might have become prudent 
and reaſonable, of which I will give one 
fingle Inſtance. 
Our late glorious King William, of immor- 
tal Memory, when he had a little Receſs and 
Leiſure from Buſineſs, wou'd frequently ſend 
for Mr. Locke, to whom he would open his 
Mind with great Freedom; he once remarked 
to him, that he was oftentimes ſurprized 
and aſtoniſhed to find ſuch a Degree of Ig- 
norance, Blindneſs, and Obſtinacy peel 
amongſt great Numbers of our Nobility and 
Gentry, that he was really at a Loſs to "fie 
a proper Reaſon for ĩt, and conſequently cauld 
not diſcover by what Means i it might bereme- 


1 : died! in time to come. The great, the wiſe, 


the 
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the learned Mr, Locke, preſently ſets his Ma- 
jeſty right in this Particular, by telling him, 
that his Obſervation was See t and 
juſt, as it was impoſſible the Caſe ſhould 
1 but that Blindneſs, Obſtinacy, 
and Ignorance muſt always continue and 
remain in great Number of our Nobility and 
Gentry, till ſuch Times as our Univerſities, 
and other public Seminaries of Learning, 
ſhou'd be totally demoliſhed, or brought 
under a quite ne and different Regulation ; 


For that the Principles which were there im- 


bibed, were contrary to our moſt holy Reli- 
gion, as well of ava oppoſite, to all the 
tundamental Laws. and Conſtitutions of the 
Realm. His Majeſty began. to be of Mr, 
L2cke's Opinion, and ſoon ae 
ſed this Affair to ſomg of his Miniſters 9 
State, who began to fare one upon another, 
and were quite alarm id and frighten'd, tel- 
dig his Majeſty,chatthe moſt diſtant Thought 
of reforming our. Univerſities and Schools, 
would be contrary to all the Rules of Pru- 
dence and Policy, conſidering the then un- 
ſettled State of the Nation; and what a 
vaſt Body of the People of England were 
ſo blind and infatuated, as to be yet in the 
Intereſt of the late abdicated Family. Theſe 
Reaſons had their due Veight with the 
King, and the Affair drop'd; and on calm 
Reflection, this could not be deemed a pro · 
per or ſeaſonable Tim. 
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- Admvti_ of Mr. Locke ;4and I mention it 
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Thus we ſce, that even in Proteſtant Coun- 
tries; there may be ſuch Times and Seaſons, 
as that airy Attempts towards a Reformation, 
either. in our national Church or Univer- 
ſities, may become imprudent and impolitick. 
oo] had / this Story from a Gentleman of 
great Veracity, a ſincere Friend and great 


here, partly that my Reader 


ſce the 
calm and deliberate Sentiments òf ôhe of 
the beſt and wiſeſt Men this Nation ever 
produced. However, I could mention 
many Tunes and Seaſons, wherein great 
Men have lived in a conſtant Fear and Dread 
af the religious Teachers If we go 
| into the next Reign, we find the Lord Godol- 
nin to be 4-Miniſter of great Power and 
lafluence. I have beemalways accuſtem dd 
to look on him as a brave, honeſt, and ſen- 
ſible Man; be engag'd in a War with ont 
of the greateſt Monatehs in the World, and, 
by the Helpiof his brave General, for a long 
tune remain d triumphantie afid victorious 
over him, yet this wiſe and brave Miniſter 
had ſuch a conſtant Dread and Fear of the 
religious Teachers, that à ſingle Man, with 
a Gown and Caſſock on, Has made him even 
fear and) tremble. When this Miniſter heard 
that Doctor (Clarke was about Ito pu bim a 
Book on ſome uontroverted Point in {Dj - 
ty, he was greatly alormit;/ond{ovjidcfontiged! 
toſend een tothe Doctor, deſſring 


Dabu | him 
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him to forbear printing it; which Meſſige 
Doctor Clarke: paid no Regard to. About 
the ſame time he was put into another great 
Fright and Hurry, upon Information that 
Mr. M bi fan, Profeſſor of the Mathematicks 
in the Univerſity of Cambridge, was about to 
publiſn another Work, concerning ſome 
eontroverted Points in Divinity. He ſent 
Poctar Cannon to him, intreating him to for- 
bear the Publication. nen was a free 
ip n Man, and: gave Doctor Cannon the 
ing Anſwer: 4 
If we muſt never ſet about a. Reforma- 
«, tion in Church Affairs, till a Lord-Trea< 
fſurer ſends us word it's a proper Time, I 
e heljeve it -wauld be long enough before 
that Time would come. If the facred. 
Truths of God muſt be always ſuppreſs'd, 
2 and dangerous Corruptions never inquir d 
e into till the Politicians of this World 
<< ſhall ſay it were a pr Time, I doubt 
e it would be long e're ſuch Examination 
«* and Correction could be expected in any 
© Caſe.—Therefore I ſhall pay no Regard to 
*.the Lord-Treaſurer's Opinion in that Mat- 
ter. — Both thaſe Men-publiſh'd their 
intended Books, declaring ſolemnly at the 
ſame Time, they had no Intention to diſturb 
the publick Tranquility, only to correct and 
Purge our national Church from ſome Ab- 
lardaies which even yet remain'd in her 
Doctrine and —— and hich had been 
144141 | Introduced 
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introduced into it, by the Weakneſs and 
Wickedneſs of the Ecclefiaſtics of former 
Ages, (Vide M biſton's Hiſtorical Memoirs of 
the Eife of Dr. Clarke, Page 30) —＋- wou'd 
not be underſtood, as if I apprehended the 
Fear and Concern of the Lord-Treaſurer arofe 
meerly from theſe two Gentlemen, probably 
not; but the Writings of thoſe Gentlemen 
tending to a further Reformation in our na- 
tional Church, wou'd make the Clergy. be- 
come Turbulent and Noiſy, ſo that at laſt 
it might be neceſſary for the Government to 
inter poſe, which probably was what the Lord- 
Treaſurer: greatly dreaded. However, af- 
ter all, if the Lord-Treaſurer did really obſtruct 
any Reformation in the Church, as ſome 
would inſinuate, I muſt here do Juſtice to 
the Name and Character of this great and 
good Miniſter, by declaring that he ſoon af- 
ter made ample and ſufficient Amends for it, 
having very probably been informed more 
particularly about the wicked Doctrines that 
were publickly taught at the Univerſity of 
Oxford. — He, in a very open and publick 
Manner, before the greateſt, the moſt-ve- 
nerable, and auguſt Aſſembly upon Earth, 
I fay, this very Lord Godolphin, did then and 
there declare hisutmoſt Abhorrence and De- 
teſtation of the Oxford Principles, both as 
to Religion and Government. And that all 
People upon the Face of the Earth may be 
fully ſatisfy'd and convinc'd of the Judg- 

, ment 
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great Aſſemhly, 
touching the Principles of! bur Univerſity f 
Oxford, "div, with great Solemnity and De- 
liberation, in the Preſcce df God, Angels, 
ory Men, agree and reſolve as follows, (viz!) 
That it was. reſolved bythe: Lords Spiri- 
* tual and; Temporal 'in'” Partiament--af- 


#.ſembled, chat the Judginenit and Decree of 


«the Univerſity of Oxford, paſs'd in their 
Convocation, 24ſt of [Fuly; 1683, contains 
in it ſeveral Poſitions contrary to the Con- 


* ſtitutions af this Kingdom, and deſtrue- 


4 tive to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, a8 
„Law eſtabliſh'd; and it was there 
*,,ofder'd' by the Lords Spititual and Tem- 

e poral in Parliament aſſembled, that the 
6 kad Judgme nt and Decree ſhall be | burnt 
ten by the Band of the Common Hangman, 
0 — the Royal-Exchange in London, be- 
65 tween the Hours of Twelye and One, 
«on Monday the 27th of] this Inſtant 
* Marob, inthe Preſence of the Lord - Mayor 


1 of the City of London, and the two She- 
i. ritts:of Landon and Middleſex.” Would 


to God, for the Sake of our young Nobility 
and Gentry, they had proceeded ſome Steps 
further. But Nlobablz God, in his Provi- 


dence, may have refer d the compleating ſo 


neceſſaty and ſalutaty a Deſign, to the great 
and wiſe Men of the preſent Age, as no 
_— ol _ «TT _ or yery 
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robably ever will be, ſo r and ſeas 
fonable as the preſent, 

I now proceed to the next Reig n, hero 
we find Sir Nobert Walpole to he, the great 
Miniſter of State, who poſſeſs d more of the 
Royal Fayour and Protection, and for a longer 
Time, than moſt other Miniſters had done 
before him. However, notwithſtanding 
all his great Talents and Abilities for Rule 
and Government, I fear he was a little 
tardy in this Particular alſo; and that he 
always lived in a ſervile Dread of the re- 
ligious Teachers. And to. ſupport this 
Suggeſtion, I could offer ſundry Particulars, 
I will mention but one. A Gentleman of 
conſiderable Rank, and great Abilities, aflur'd 
me, that ſometimes he had Opportunities of 
being with Sir Robert Walpole alone, and 
would enter into a free Converſation with 
him, on different Subjects; and that he had 
many times told Sir Robert, that ever ſince the 
preſent Royal Family came to the Crown, 
there had been a mighty Difference and Diſ- 
pute between them and the Univerſity of 
Oxford, and that he was afraid one time 
or other Oxford would get the better of 
them; and that, therefore, the Regard the 
preſent Miniſtry had for the Security of his 
Majeſty's Perſon, Family, and Government, 
made it neceſſary for them to introduce a 
further Reformation into that Univerſity. TO 
which Sir Robert Walpols always replied, That 


111 he 
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be nevef could or would attempt any thing 
of that Kind; that he Had Work enough 
upon his Hands of a different Nature; and 
that, with all his Art and Addrefs, he could 
but juſt ſtand his Ground. However, I 
muſt do Juſtice to this Miniſter, by declar= 
ing, that he always very readily acknow= 
ledged the Reaſonableneſs, Juſtice, and Pro- 
priety of my Friend's Argument ; and affirm'd, 
that he hop'd, and really believ d, ſome future 
Miniſter, whoſe Circumſtances and Situation 
wou'd be leſs nice and critical than his own, 
wou'd ſoon ariſe, and carry this ſalutary De- 
fign into Execution. And here, in a pecti- 
har Manner, I ſolicit the Attention of the 
Reader, while I examine into the Conduct 
df this Univerſity, and thereby ſee if what 
my Friend related to Sir R. V. and to the 
Truth and Reaſonableneſs of which he ſo 
readily ſubmitted, was really and ſtrictly 
true; or whether the whole was not a falſe, 
wicked, and malicious Accuſation. In this 
_ Enquiry, I ſhall not amuſe myſelf or the 
Reader with any thing but Facts, Facts that 
are indiſputable and uncontroverted, being 
done and perform'd on the publick Stage ot 
the World; and from the Recital of theſe 
Facts it will moſt evidently appear, whether 
or no the preſent Royal Family, our happy 
Government and Conſtitution, have ever 
been in any real Danger from the Univerſity 
of Oxford or not. Our Reverend Hiſto- 
ye rian 


tan, Me. N. Tindal, ſpeaking of the State 
and Condition of our Univerſity in the Reign 
of Queen Ann, writes as follows, vig. Our 
* Univerſities; eſpecially Oxford, had been 
© very unhappily ſucceſsful in Propagaring 
* Anti-Revolution Principles in all tho 
who were ſent to be bred amongſt them; 
e ſo that few eſcap'd the Taint of them; and 
e the Generality of the Clergy were not 
only wrong principled, but ill temper'd'; 
* they exclaim'd againſt Moderation, as en- 
* dangering the Church, tho” it was viſible 
the Church was in no ſort of Danger, ei- 
ther from the Number or Inteteſt of Pro- 


©, © teſtant Difſenters, who, by Reaſon of the 


© Toleration, are now ſo quieted; that no- 
e thing could keep ap any Heat in thoſe 
«Matters, but the bad Humour the Clergy 
© were poſſeſs d with, and which they infus d 
© into all thoſe with whom they had any 
© Credit: At the fame time the great and 
* viſible Danger of Popery, which, on a 
%% Miſcarriage in the War, would have broke 
e in like an irreſiſtable Deluge, was neither 
<« perceived nor apprehended.” —— All Tin- 
dall's own Words, (not my own) vide his 
Hiſtory of Queen Ann, Page 646, Vol. III. 
I could offer fifty Quotations more, from 
the beſt Writers in England, to prove that 
this was the real and genuine Diſpoſition of 
Oxford, and had been fo for along time; 
O but 
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but as it is ſo well known, it would berneed- 
leſs to offer any further Evidence. 
On the Acceſſion of his late Majeſty to 
the Throne of theſe Realms, the Court was 
daily alarm'd at the Accounts they had of 
Oxford; and were inform'd that a general 
and univerſal Spirit of Diſloyalty and Diſ- 
affection to his Majeſty's Perſon, Family, 
and Government, prevail'd through that 

Univerſity. Thoſe Accounts were not ſo 
much regarded at firſt, as ſome Gentlemen 
thought neceſſary; however the Affair ſoon 
came. to. be look'd on in a more grave and 
ſerious manner: The Court having daily In- 
telligence of a great Correſpondence being 
carried on, by the Diſaffected, in different 
Parts of the Kingdom, and that this Correſ- 
pondence all center'd at Oxford. They had 
alſo an Information, that an Inſurrection was 
actually. intended, and the Pretender's Stand- 
ard was to have been erected on Mendip, 
to which all the Diſaffected in Oxford, 
Briſtol, and Bath, were immediately to re- 
pair, and to be join'd by the ragged High- 
Church Rabble of Somerſetſhire, Oxfordſhire, 
and Glocefierſhire, under their reſpective Lea- 
ders; and they pretended, that by the Sound 
of the Word Church, and a little ſtale Octo- 
ber Beer, ſuch Numbers were to be collected, 
as would render all Oppoſition fruitleſs and 
unſucceſsful. And thus, by this ragged Rout, 
the Religion, the Laws, and Conſtitutions of 


this 
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this Kingdom, were at once to be demo- 
liſh'd, and the Pretender and Popery eſta- 
bliſh'd on its Ruins. Thanks be to Al- 
mighty God, adored be his Name for ever, 
that we had a:Prince on the Throne coura- 
E. brave, wiſe, ſteady and reſolute; 
appy for us, happy for our Poſterity, that 
this was the Caſe, as a Prince of leſs Reſolu- 
tion and Spirit would probably have found 
it difficult to have kept Things together. 
After many Debates in Council, about 
the general Diſaffection at Oxford, and the 
treaſonable Correſpondence kept up there 
with the Diſaffected in all other Parts 
of the Kingdom, together with the in- 
tended Inſurrection, it was reſolved to lay 
their Hands immediately on the Chancellor 
of Oxford, who was then James Butler, 
Duke of Ormond ; and in conſequence of this 
Reſolution, that brave Engh/hman, General 
Stanhope, on the 21ſt of June, 1715, im- 
peach'd this Oxford Chancellor, the Duke of 
Ormond, before the Commons of England, 
in Parliament aſſembled, of High-Treaſon, 
and other high Crimes and Miſdemeanors; 
it having appear d, beyond all Contradiction, 
that in many notorious Inſtances he had fa- 
vour'd the Cauſe and Intereſt of the Pretender. 
The City of Oxford behaved with outrage- 
ous Impudence on'the Impeachment of their 
dear Chancellor, with Language the moſt 
opprobious and reproachtul repreſenting! — a 
274 2 a 
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_ alk their Party, that the Government was in 
a State of Weakneſs and Imbecility,, and: 
that, conſidering the great Popularity of their 
dearChancellor, they would not have Strength. 
and Spirit ſufficient to bring him to hid, >. 
Tryal. But it was obſerv'd of the Chancellor, 
that from the Moment he had heard of his 
Impeachment, his Spirits began to flag; and 
ſbon after finding that Matters were prepar- 
ing for his publick Tryal, he was ſo conſci- 
ous of his Guilt, and the Puniſhment due to 
it, that he ran away from Juſtice ; and on 
the zoth of July, at Night, he left his Houſe 
at Richmond, and for the greater Privacy, 
he took no Servant with him, only one 
of his Confidents, Renold, an Triſh Papiſt. 
They went immediately to the Coaſt of Kent, 
and hir'd a ſmall fiſhing Sloop, and next 
Day landed in France. 

As ſoon as the News of his Flight was 
known, a Bill immediately paſg'd both Houſes 
ab Parliament, and had the. Royal Aſſent, to 
attaint him of High- Treaſon, unleſs he ſur- 
render 'd himſelf by a certain Day.—— This 
@xford Chancellor had no Thought of ſur- 
rendering: himſelf ; his Head and Heart was: 
wholly, employ'd in contriving Methods to 
return to England with a foreign Force, 
thereby to fix the Pretender and Popery 
upon us. He. was received very coldly 
in France, notwithſtanding all he pretended, 
to want was a few Troops, and a good Num- 
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ber of Officers. He wickedly and falſely in- 
ſinuated, that on his Arrival in England, 
eight Parts in ten of the People would de- 


clare for the Pretender. -— The Time for 


was brought into the Houſe of Commons, 
_ attainting himof High-Treaſon, with aClauſe 
in it offering a Reward to any one that ſhould 
take him, if he attempted to land in any Part 
of this Kingdom. However this Traitor, 
finding nothing was to be done in France, po- 
ſted away for Spain, where he ſo far impos d 
on the weak and infatuated King, that he gave 
him a few Troops, with which he intended to 
embark at St. Sebaſtians, in Spain, for ſome 
Part of Freland. Very early Intelligence of 
this Deſign got to Ireland, and was laid before 
the Parliament, who, like wiſe Men, paſs'd 
a Bill of Attainder againſt. him, offering 
10,000/, Reward for taking him, in caſe 
he attempted to land in that Kingdom. 
This News ſoon reach'd the Court of 
Spain, and the Duke of Ormond was terribly 
Cchagrin'd at the Conduct of the 1r:/b, and 
the more ſo, as he had boaſted to the Spani/þ 
Court of his great Intereft in the 1r;/þ Par- 
liament ; and upon this News, the Imbarka- 
tion from St, Sebaſtians was laid aſide. 
However, ſoon after this, the Pretender him- 
ſelf got to Madrid, where he prevail'd with 
the King of Spain to fit out ten Men of War, 


and ſame Tranſport-Ships, with fix thouſand 
STUNT, CZ regular 


his Surrender being now elaps'd, another Bill 
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regular Forces on board, and gave the Com- 
mand of the ſame to our Oxford Chancellor, 
under the Title of Captain-General. And 
this very Man did actually fail from Cadiæ, 
for England, with this great Force, to extir- 
pate our moſt holy Religion, our Laws, and 
Conſtitution. But when they came to Cape 
'Finifter, a moſt violent Storm aroſe, which 
laſted two Days and two Nights ; the Fleet 
was diſpers'd, moſt of the Men of War had 
loſt their Maſts, and were forced to put into 
ſome of the Spaniſb Ports, in a moſt ſhatter'd 
Condition; and the whole Fleet was forced 
back, except two ſmall Frigates, which 'a 
long time after got to Kingtail, in Scotland. 
The Troops on board the Fleet ſuffer d 
eatly, and a vaſt Number of their Horſes 
ied. will ſay no more of this Oxford 
Chancellor, who, during his whole Life af- 
terwards, was ſo abandon'd to all Senſe of 
Honour and Juſtice, deſtitute of all Duty, 
Love, and Reſpect to his lawful Prince and 
native Country, that he was many times af- 
ter in ſundry Schemes and Projects to ruin 
and enſlave us. A 
However, during the time that this Trai- 
tor was carrying on theſe black and helliſh 
Deſigns, his Name and Character was treated 
at Oxford with the utmoſt Veneration and 
" Reſpect, and his Health drank in their pub- 
lick Meetings, as well as in their more pri- 


vate Cabals, —a thouſand and a thouſand 
=} a, .times 
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times over. And to let the World ſee they 
were not aſham'd to diſcover their Regard 
and Attachment to this wicked Traitor, and 
as a public Teſtimony of their Approbation 
of his diabolical Conduct, they actually 
choſe his Brother, * the Earl of Arran, to 


A 


ſucceed 


* I beg Leave to entertain the Reader with a few 


Lines, taken out of a long Poem, written at that time, 
on the Behaviour of Oxford. 


81 NCE Royal George has liv'd among em, 
Who never in the leaſt did wrong em; 

Has he not found them Semper [dem ? 

 Altho* he has with Goodneſs try'd em; 

And ever gave em due Protection, 

How have they ſpread the ſame Infection? 

Their good Behaviour ſev'n Years ſince, 

Is not forgotten by their Prince. 

And we learn an uſeful Leſſon, 

From ſome rebellious Prieſts a at . 

What tho' they weren't by many join'd " 
Did not the Clergy ſhew * Mind po © 
And to what Side they were inclin'd. 

Did they preach up for Non-Reſiftance, 

(Or pray that George might find Affiftance) 

As they were wont to do before, 

When Anna this Corona wore ? 

Did not their preaching plainly imply 

A quite contrary Tendency ? 

Did not their gen'ral Converſation, 

Speak loudly for an Alteration ? 

That Man that can theſe Things deny, 

Has a worſe Memory than J. 

One of their Brethern grac'd the Gallows, 

For joining with rebellious Fellows : 

Another did the Pill'ry grace, 

And many more deſerv'd the Place, 


The 
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tpcceeded him as the Chancellor of their fa- 
mous, or rather infamous Univerſity : And 
as our Hiſtorian, Tindall, ſays, on — ſame 
Day, to conclude and demonitrate their Diſ- 
affection, they confer'd the Degree of Doc- 
tor of Laws on Sir Jobn Everand, a Non- 
juror: And afterwards, when the Earl of 
Arran came to be ſworn, and inſtall'd, the 


then Vice-Chancellor made a long Speech, 
wherein he publickly ſaid, they could not 
better expreſs their Gratitude to his Grace, 
the Duke ' of Ormond, than they had done, 
by chuſing his Brother in his room ;—and 
highly extoll'd the Butler Family, and the 
great Obligations they had conferr'd on that 


Vaivetlity.—Can my Engl man read this 


The Loyalty of Oxford ſhew'd, 

(The Mother of the bleſſed Brood) 

How greatly ſhe'd aſſiſted the Nation, 

In order to its Preſervation, 
For when her Darling Ormond fled 

The Land, to fave his guilty Head, 

And ſtrait to the Pretender run, 

The Prieſts applauding what was done; 

Straitway rewarded him by chuſing, ' 

A Perſon nearer than his Couſin 

To be their Chancellor, and boaſted, 

That thus they had the Prince diſguſted, 

I hope Le very fully ſhown, * 
ow Prieſts (altho they ſwearing own) 

ave kept their Oaths, when ſwallow'd down; 1 

Let them be cautious how they boaſt, | 

Of what ſo long ago they loſt ; 

And prate no more of their Allegiance, 


— AY vos 
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without being ſhock'dand amaz'd ? The Au- 
thor trembles in writing it, eſpecially when 
he conſiders, that thoſe very Men afterwards 
were continued to have in Poſſeſſion that 

eat and important Truſt, the Care and 
— af 8 of the Youth of our Nobility 
and Gentry. I have really often thought, 
that many of our Nobility and Gentry have 
teſtified more real Concern about the Breed 
and Management of their Horſes, than about 
the Education of their Sons, otherwiſe they 
would not have ſuffer'd their Sons to be edu- 
cated in Principles inconſiſtent with our Re- 
ligion, and directly oppoſite to all the fun- 
damental Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Realm. Well might that great and wiſe 
Man, Mr. Locke, tell King William, that a 
great Degree of ee. Blindneſs, and 
Obſtinacy, muſt always prevail amongſt 
great Numbers of our Nobility and Gentry, 
till fuch tir time as our Univerfities, and other 
Seminaries of Learning, ſhould be either de- 
moliſh'd, or otherwiſe brought under a quite 
new and different Regulation. 
Notwithſtanding all that has happen'd, 
Oxford ſtill continued acting the ſame old 
Game; and that I may not be partial i in re- 
lating Facts, I chuſe to make uſe of the 
Words of others, as much as poſlible. The | 
Reverend Mr, N. Tindall ſays, (The G- 
« vernment even continued to be inform'd 
{* of all that paſs'd at Oxforg, and in par- 


$6 ticular, 
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* ticular, that Cornet Owen, with ſome 
*. other broken Officers, 1-:/þ Papiſts, and 
& ſeyeral notorious Jacobites, had taken 
« Sanctuary in that Place, and fomented 
* the Spirit of Rebellion, drinking publickly 
« and uncontroll'd the Pretender's Health: 
«* And it being juſtly ſuſpected that they de- 
« fign'd an Inſurrection, in order to act in 
«conjunction with the Diſaffected at Briſtol 
« and Bath, with whom they held Intelli- 
«gence, it was reſolv'd to ſecure theſe Per- 
«ſons. Major-General Pepper being charg'd 
« with this Commiſſion, fent one of his 
1 Officers, diſguis'd in a Countryman's Ha- 
< bit, to Oxford, to get Intelligence, and to 
te view the Avenues and principal Poſts of 
« the Town, and then began to move him- 
<« ſelf, with his Regiment of Dragoons, and 
* a Detachment of Tyrrels, bending his 
« March towards Bath: But on the 5th of 
*. OFober, being within ſeven Miles of Ox- 
« ford, inſtead of reſting, he march'd all 
Night, and enter'd the City at Six o'Clock 
“in the Morning, having caus'd his Men 
« to alight, and fix their Bayonets on the 
« Muzzles of their Fuzees. He imme-. 
e diately ſecur'd all the Gates and Avenues ; 
« he then ſent for the Vice-Chancellor, de- 
« liyer'd a Letter from Mr. Secretary Stan- 
« hope, adding, his Buſineſs there was to 
« ſecure eighteen ſuſpected Perſons, and de- 
« fir'd him to keep all the Fellows and' 
l Scholars 
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* Scholars quiet in their Colleges; declar- 
« ing to him at the ſame time, that if any 
« Diſturbance happen'd, or if any.of them 
« aflembled in the Streets, above the Num- 
4 ber allow'd by Act of Parliament againſt 
c Riots, he would cauſe his Men to fire 


« upon them.” Vol. IV. Page 442. All 
Tindall's own Words. 4 : *.% 
General Pepper immediately ſecur/d T 
out of the Eighteen on his Liſt:— The other 
eight, he was inform'd, were conceal'd in 
ſome of the Colleges; and thinking it would 
be impoſſible to find them, he march'd off 
again towards AMington.— One of the Ten 
ſecur'd at Oxford, was a Gentleman in the 
Dreſs of a Poſt-boy, who that very Morning 
came in from Bath : General Pepper ſearch'd 
him very carefully, and found in the Linin 
of his Coat a large Packet of Letters, from 
the Conſpirators of Bath to thoſe of Oxford, 
and which Letters appear'd to be of very 
great Conſequence, It might have been 
expected, ſays the Annaliſt, that the Univer- 
fity of Oxford would have taken Warning 
from this ſhort military Viſit ; but it ſoon 
appear'd, that this Seminary of Learning, 
and Fountain of Loyalty, was turn'd into a 
Sink of Debauchery, and School of Sedition. 
Theſe are the Words of the Annaliſt, and 
not my own. What ſort of Gentlemen muſt 
thoſe be, who ſend their Sons to this Place 
to be educated in the Principles of Religion, 
e e Mo-alit,y 
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— Morality and Government; O the rare Heads 


of them, Tindall again, It might have 
been expected, that the Univerſity of Ox- 
«* ford would have taken Warning by this 
* ſhort military Viſit :-—-But the Court 
& had freſh Information, that the Diſaffected 
re there perſiſted in their diſreſpectful Be- 
ct hayiour towards the King's Perſon and 
« Government; and even that a traiterous 
„ Defign was carrying on to ſeize that City 
e for the Pretender, for which Purpoſe a 
& Regiment was to be form'd of the young 
* Students, under proper Officers, who ſe- 
_ if erethy reſorted to Oxford; whereupon the 
et Court thought fit to order Handafige's Re- 
* piment of Foot to be quarter'd there: Ac- 
n cordinply they march'd there the 28th of 
* OAsber; and their Arrival was the more 
* fegſonable, as the very Night before the 
« Rabble had the Infolence to proclaim the 
«© Pretender, and to commit ſeveral Outra- 
it pes againſt the Well-afteed.” All the 
Words of the Reverend Mr. Tindal, Vol. 
IV. Page 443, (not my own.) 

About this time died Dr. Tadw, Regius 
Profeffor of Phyſick at Oxford, in the Abſence 
of Dr. Hey, who was at Jamaica. The late 


| Queen ha appointed Dr. Tadlow to be Dr. 

Hoy's Deputy. Every body knows tis the 
undoubted Right of the Crown to appoint the - 
Regius-Profeſſor, and his Deputy ; and in 
conſequence ofthis Right, his Majeſty 2 
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Dr. Laftet, a learned and worthy. Ph yſician. 
he then Vice-Chancellor "openly de- 
| clar'd he would not admit the King's Nomi- 
nation; and in Oppoſition to the King's 
Right, nominated. and appointed another 
Perſon. About the ſame time, at Oxford; 


there was a Meeting of the Vice-Chancellor 
and all the Heads of the Colleges, on ſame 
particular Occaſion, Dr. Dunſler, War- 
den of Wadbam College, made a Motion to 
addreſs his Majeſty, and was ſupported by 
Dr. Wynne, the then Biſhop of 9 9.4255 — 
This Motion was moſt outrageouſly oppos'd, 
by almoſt all the Reverend Aſſembly. 
The Biſhop of St. Aſaph propos d, that 
they might addreſs on three different Heads; 
viz, The Suppreſſion of the unnatural Re- 
bellion ; The King's ſafe Return from Hana- 
ver; and, The very great Favour ſhewn by 
the Court to the Univerſity, in granting their 
late Requeſt, that the Effigies of the Devil, 
Pope, and Pretender might not be burnt, as 
ſome Officers of the Army had intended : 
To prevent which burning, the Vice-Chan- 
cellor actually wrote a Letter to Mr. Secre- 
tary Methuen ; and Mr. Pultney, Secretary 
of War, by Direction of the Secretaries = 
State, wrote an Anſwer to the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, importing, That in regard to the/loyal 
Univerſity of Oxford Orders had been ſent 
to the Officers to prevent the burning either 
of the Devil, Pope, or Pretender: But as to 
the 
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the Buſineſs of the Addreſs, it was reſolved 
by this very reverend Aſſembly, that no Ad- 
dreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty.— 
One Eves, a Student of Oriel College in Ox- 
ford, took it in his Head publickly to abuſe 
his Majeſty, and to treat his Name and Cha- 
rafter with the utmoſt Rudeneſs and Inde- 
cency. Mr. Stafford, a modeſt ſober Gentle- 
man, of the ſame College, reprov'd him 
ſmartly for his Raſhneſs and Impudence: 
Eves, without more ado, ſtab'd him in the 
Belly with his Pen-knife, and then ran away, 
to avoid falling into the Hands of Juſtice. 
Two ſtrange Gentlemen were walking the 
Streets of Oxford, a noted Barber of the 
Town came out of one of the Colleges, 
curſing and damning the King. declaring 
in the publick Streets, he would acknow- 
ledge no King but the Pretender. The two 
Gentlemen got the Fellow before the Vice- 
Chancellor, and ſwore point blank to the 
many treaſonable Words and Expreſſions he 
had repeated in the open Street. When the 
Fellow came afterwards to take his Trial, 
the Court was ſurpris d; the Vice-Chancellor 
had only indicted him for an Aſſault, and 
made no mention at all about the treaſonable 
Words. I preſume this was the.ſame Vice- 
Chancellor who, as Tindall ſays, was ſo bold 
as to make a publick Oration in -Praiſe of 
the Duke of Ormond, a few Days after he 
was attainted of High-Treaſon, by the Com- 

| mons 
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mons of England in Parliament | aſſembled. 


— At Oxford Aſſizes, Bllls of Indictment were 


found againſt one Matheus, an Inn-keeper 


there, with Mr. Sterling and Mr. Wood, of 


Baliol College, for publickly curſing the King 


and Government. One Nichols, of Exeter 
College, and ſeveral Popiſh Recuſants, were 
alſo try'd, and condemn'd, for publickly 
drinking the Health of Ormond and Boling- 


brook, two Perſons attainted for Treaſon. In 


ſhort, the Diſaffection there, to our Religion, 
Laws, and Government, was ſo open and 
notorious, that it would be impoſſible to 
relate all the Particulars of it. Their Con- 
duct was ſcandalous and provoking, that 
there is no Need of Proof to fix it upon 
them. It is viſible they glory'd in it; and 
as much as it reflected on their Honeſty and 
Underſtanding, were as proud of their Diſo- 
bedience to the beſt of Kings, as they had 
formerly been of their mean and abject Sub- 
miſſion to the worſt. However, I will 


mention one Inſtance more. On the 3oth of 


October, the ſame Year, being the Birth-Day 
of his preſent Majeſty, the then Prince of 
Wales, — Major Doffranville, belonging to the 


Troops, finding no Notice was intended to 


be 'taken of the Day, about Eleven 
o'Clock in the Forenoon, he waited on 
the Mayor, one Richard Wire, and told 
him, in a modeſt gentleman-like Manner, 
that he wonder'd no Regard was paid 
2 to 
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to his Roy yal Hig hneſs's Birth-Day, by ring- 
ing of are that he was ſorry to ſee 


ſo much Diſreſpect ſhewn to the Prince of 
ales... The Mayor receiv'd him in a very 
rude inſolent manner, pretended he did 
not know it was the Prince of Wales's Birth- 


Day, and give him a very ſhuffling An- 


ſwer,— Whereupon the Major told him, 
he would draw out his Regiment, and cele- 


brate the Day with proper Rejoicings ; 


which he did accordingly : But the Mayor, 
inſtead of joyning in the ſaid Rejoicings, — 
after appear d in the Streets, attended by a 
great lawleſs Rabble ; many of them inſulted 
the Soldiers in their March, gave them op- 
probious Language, and threw Dirt at them, 
In the Evening ſome Windows were illumi- 
nated, belonging to the Well- affected, but 
the Rabble broke them all to Pieces.—— 
However, in the Evening, the Major, his 

Officers, and ſome few of the Town, had 
the Courage to make a Bonfire in the Street, 
near the Star Inn, and there drank his Ma- 
jeſty's Health, the Prince anſt Princeſs of 
Wales, and many other loyal Healths : And 
after the Soldiers had fir'd three Rounds, 
they were diſmis'd, and the Gentlemen re- 


pair'd to the Star Inn. The making a 
Bonfire, and drinking the King and Prince 


of Wales's Health, could not fail of raiſing 
the Indignation of the Univerſity to a ye 


great degree. 
The 
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The Soldiers had no ſooner turn'd their 
Backs but a Mob 0 d, demoliſh- d the 


Windows of the Star Inn, and violently threw 
great Stones into the Room wherein they 
lat; and if the Soldiers had not immediately 
return'd, this would, in all probability, have 
ended in Murder and Bloodſhed— The 
Major and his Officers began to grow quite 
angry, at the many Inſults they had receiv'd 
that Day, and immediately order'd the Sol- 
diers to be drawn up, and declar'd to the 
Mob, that if they did not retire directly, the 
Soldiers ſhould have Orders to fire; upon 
which they began to ſcamper at once. | 
I mention this ſingle Riot, becauſe it was 
ſoon after brought before the Houſe of Lords; 
and it appear'd to that Aſſembly, by the De- 
ofitions of Lieutenant Hamilton, and other 
Gentlemen of Note, that this Mob was rais'd 
and ſpirited up by the Students and Gownſ- 
men; and that a great Number of them ap- 
.pear'd, with Swords drawn, in a Lane over 
againſt | the Star Inn, at the time the Win- 
dows were demolich d. Atrerbury, Biſhop 
of Rocheſter, and,two 'of three. more of the 
ſame Stamp, were ſo weak as to attempt a 
Jaltification of the Vniverſity, in the Buſi- 
nels of this Riot; but this venerable Aſſem- 
bly were too wiſe and learned, to be im- 
pas'd on by their epiſcopal Nonſenſe and So- 
phiſtty. Lord Coning y  defir d he might 
have the Honour to anſwer thoſe 8 5 
4 2 | Divines, 


— 


= 


| ſpoke vehemently 1 the Condac of the 
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Diriges which he did with great Warmth 


icit, and concluded. with the follow- 
ing Wer ds: That he knew the Uſage of 
« * Univerſity to have been quite different 
* from what the Biſhops had A Song 
« and that in the 1 of King Charles 1 


« and King James II. they had expreſs 


“ their Lo 5 5 in an extraordinary manner, 


& and 155 ſuch great Advances in counte 
e nancing an unlimited Power in the Prince, 
&« that if Providence had not miraculouſly 
e igterpos d, they had, as far as in their 


& Power lay, deftroy'd the Liberties of their 


« Country.” | 

Lord Chancellor Couper, the Duke of 
Kingſton, the Earl of Sunderland, Lord 
Parker, Lord Cadogan, and many others, 


Univerſity of Oxford, painting out their real 
Deſigns in Colours Aam iwie ring the ut- 
moſt Abhorrence and Deteſtation, ——At 
laſt the Houſe of Lords came to a formal 
Reſolution ;. It is too long for me to tranſ- 
cribe: In this Reſolution they highly, con- 


demn'd the Conduct of the Univerſity, the 


Mayor, and Gownſmen; and in à very 
particular manner they juſtify Major Def- 


| ranville, his Officers and Soldiers, 


I now come to take Notice of another no- 
torious Outrage and Cruelty, committed. at 


Oxford about the fame time. This Ac- 


count I ſhall take r — the 1 
0 


. 

0 
N 
0 
c 
* 
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1 
of that learned and ingenious Gentleman 
Thonias Story, Eſq; He made the Tour of 
England, and kept a Journal of all the moſt 
remarkable Occurrences that happen d 
Mr. Story's Account does not differ much 
from our other Hiſtorians; but I chuſe to 
make uſe of his Teſtimony, as he was a Gen- 
tleman of unqueſtionable Veracity.— He 
was at Oxford when thoſe. Riots happen'd, 
and ſaw, with his own Eyes, the Account 
he has given us of it. Vide Story's Journal, 
Page 474.——* He ſays, on the 28th I got 
* to Oxford, which was the 28th of March, 
+, di OS ag that Afternoon I went to 
© moſt of the Colleges in the City, and 
«© view'd the Buildings and Gardens, which, 
nin their Kinds, are very pleaſant and com- 
© modious :——But when I conſider'd that 
© Load and Power of Darkneſs that even 
« then prevail'd, it was an Over-ballance to 

any Stisfa@tion that I had therein, and 
„% which ſoon afterwards ſhew'd itſelf in an 
« extraordinary manner: For the fame 
« Evening, about Nine o'Clock, the City 
« was all in an Uproar ; a great Mob of the 
Scholars, and others, appear'd in the 
“ Streets, curſing and damning the Preſby- 
« terians, declaring they were going to gut 
« their Meeting-houſe, as they call'd it. 
„ They began with demoliſhing all the 
« Glaſs- Windows; they unhung the Doors, 
« and carried them out in the Streets; they 
D 2 « preſently 
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1 and continued there till all was quite burnt 
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pri) tore down all che Wainſcots 


round the Walls, and demoliſh'd the Seats, 
alid carried every thing out in the Streets, 
broke it all to Pieces, and ſet it on fire, 


and deſtroy d, ſo that nothing remain'd 
but the Roof and bare Walls. — But be- 
fore they diſmis'd, they declar'd openly, 
that the Quaker's Meeting-houſe ſhould 
be reſerv'd till the next Night, and then 
it ſhould undergo the ſame Fate, The 
next Morning the few Quakers in the 


City drew up a ſort of Petition, and got 


a Friend to wait on the Mayor with it, 
wherein they implor'd his Protection, as 
being the principal Civil Officer in the 


Town: They beg'd and intreated him to 
interpoſe in favour of their Meeting-houſe, 
' againſt which the Mob of Scholars, in 


the preceding Night, had vow'd Deſtruc- 


tion: But I can't find the Mayor took 


any the leaſt Notice of this Petition. Ac- 
cordingly, at Nine o Clock that Night, 


the Mob of Scholars, and others, began 


to aſſemble in a riotous tumultuous man- 
ner, damning and curſing the Quakers, 
declaring they were: Offenders, equal to 


the Preſpyterians, and that both Parties 


10 


00 


7 7 tf 
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had voted in ſome former Election for a 
low Member of Parliament, and therefore 
© their 3 n undergo the 
ſame F. ate. ® | 

[ 8," Sith Here, 
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Here, ſays Mr, Story, “ Fobſerv'd before 
they came to the Houſe, Satan feem'd 
« even to rage in them, and to have blown 
« them up by his infernal Breath, into a 
* Temper fit for ſuch an Action.“ 'Sfory's 
own Words, who faw it with his own Eyes. 
«© Having gain'd Experience by the Tranſ- 
« actions of the preceding Night, they, 
«with great Dexterity, did the Buſineſs at 
* the Quakers Mecting-houſe, exactly in the 
* ſame manner as they had ſerved the Pref- 
« byterian Meeting-houſe.——They broke 
« open the Doors, and got only carried 
« away all the Forms and Seats that were 
< looſe, but tore down and demoliſh'd all 
« the Wainſcot and Stanchions.— There 
e was another Room adjoining to the Meet- 
„ ing-houſe, belonging to the | Quakers, 
«© Which they alſo defac'd in the ſame man- 
* ner, and in a very ſhort time burnt it all 
« to-Aſhes, in the open Street. This Buſi- 
. neſs being diſpatch'd with more Expe- 
« dition than was expected, they then ſet up 
« a Cry, That the Baptiſt Meeting-houſe 
© ſhould not ſtand alone; and they preſently 
« went and gutted that alſs, (as their Term 
“ js) that is, they treated it exactly in the 
« ſame Manner as they had done the two 
other Meeting-houſes. This brought it 
to about Twelve o Clock at Night; and 
* one wou' d now really have thought theit 
Minds, by this time, ſhou'd have been 
FCC ˙ 4 
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+ ſatiqted with Violence and Plunder, But 
ec the Devil had more Work for them that 
A Night ; | for from the Baptiſt Meeting- 
h houſe, they went directly to one Mrs. 
7 Nicholk, a Widow Gentlewoman, and vio- 
« lently broke into the Houle ; they demo- 


_ <4. Jiſh'd all the Glaſs Windows and tore 
| « them all to Shivers ; they defac'd the Beds, 
« broke a great Part of the Furniture. One 
« of her Servants receiy'd great Hurt by a 
. Stone, and loſt a great deal of Blood: 
% For the next Morning the Stones and Dirt 
** thrown. into pe Houſe appear d to be ſe- 
** veral hundr Weig ht. A little aſter One 
** in the Morning they quitted the Houſe, to 
*« the no ſmall Joy r Family, who 
« vers glad to — eſcap — * th their Lives, 
« which they imagin'd to have been in great 
- 4. Danger, But this was not all yet.—They 
e went to the Houſe of Mr. Thomas Nicholls, 
% Junior, and let fly ſeveral Vollies of Stones 
10 into all the front Windows, Mr. Nichols 
e took his Wife, his Family of ſmall Chil- 
- * dren, and two ſtrange. Gentlemen that 
t lodg'd with them nee ht, and fix d 
* them all in a par har Corner of the 
10 « Stair-caſe, 1 tg remain'd a conſſ- 
* derable time, expecting every Moment 
they would have broke open the Doors: 
« But they did not ; they contented them- 
« ſelves with demoliſhing the Windows, 
L r of 9 
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5e niture. The next Day the Scholars went 
e about, by Droves and Hundreds, to ſee 
* how their Ravages and Devaſtation would 
appear in broad Day-light. When they 


« came to Mr, Nicholls's Houſe he went 


e out amongſt them, and in a pertinent 
jo _ manner aſk d them 5 what 
ti Pretence they could make either to Learn- 
ing or Religion? He told them, That 
<« the ſame Evil Spirit wrought in them, as 
did formerly in that wicked Generation 
te at Sodam = Gomorrdh ; and that if they 
4 continued in their wicked Practices, they 
e ſtruction.— Ale likewiſe remark d to 
* them, that tho they would probably 


& eſcape all human Puniſhinent, yet that 


„ God-Almighty. was juſt, to whom they 
« would be accountable for their Violence 
« and Injuſtice to honeſt innocent People, 
* who had never done any Hurt or Injury 
e to them in any Shape. The Scholars 
<« reply'd, It was all done by the Mob: 


might reaſonably: expect ſome ſevere De- 


* 
. 


« Whereupon Mr. Nicholk, and others, an- 


* fwer'd aloud, That they themſelves were 
the Mob, — Mr. Nickle might 'have 
e fav'd. himſelf this Trouble, and as well 
” have talk'd to. the Wind.” Bann 


- / 


I dont believe half the Places in England 


put together, could have furniſh'd out ano- + 
ther ſuch a wicked, ſenſeleſs, and lawleſs 
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he Had ſeen at Oxford; are fo pertinent and 
judicious, that T ſhall relate ſome of them. — 
This great and good Man aſks, —Can this 
be the Effects of Religion and Learning ? 
Certainly no: This Place is one of the blind 
Eyes of out poor ation! Its a corrupt. Foun- 
tain of Ration for I fear the whole' Land 
Will be pol on'd and undone. What ſort of 
Reli 109 can flow from hener into the Peo- 
ple df the Nation ?—And What Learning 
can they pretend to, who ars even deſtitute 
of the Principles of common Humanity !— 
Fot of all the Places I have ever been at, 
theſe Scholars at Oxford appear to me t. 
be the moſt rude, the moſt miſchievous, * 
unruly Rabble. Take Notice here, this very 
Veen, 'Mr. Story, who ſolemnly gives 
this in writing under bis Hand, had not onl 
been in moſt Parts of Europe, but ones | 
great Part of America, and had been much 
converſant. with the Pant, and was well 
' acquainted with their Laws, Manners, and 
Cuſtoms';—and yet you ſee what he ſays of 
Oxford. 6 Vide 555 8 Life, Page 474, 528, 
155 2678 and 715.) 

cople of Oxford, in general, ſeem'd 
0 T8 pleas'd with the Demolition 
. of the Meeting-houſes, but they loudly ex- 
claim'd againſt their attacking the Houſe of 
the Widow Nicholls, repreſenting her as a2 
very innocent, inoffenſive Gentlewoman, and 
that ſhe could not have done any _ to 

| ave 
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have merited ſuch cruel Uſage. But the 
Scholars, in their Vindication affirm'd, ſhe 
had many Relations and Friends, who al- 
ways voted for low Members; and they 
imagin'd that it was by her Influence, and 
that conſequently ſhe richly deſerved her 
late Treatment. But to ſpeak out the na- 
ked Truth, the teal Reaſon why the Preſ- 
byterians, Baptiſts, and Quakers had drawn 
upon (themſelves | the Reſentment of this 
Rabble, was becauſe they were all, to a Man, 
hearty in the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and the then Government, in Oppo- 
ſition to the Pretender and Tope; "this: was 
the grand Reaſon, | | 
I am no Lawyer, and ſo adit pa „% 
ſay how far thoſe Rioters might have been 
panih'd by by the Laws of this Kingdom: 
this Iwill take upon me to affirm, That 
if this Violence and Outrage had been com- 
mitted in (what we call) the wild and moſt 
inhoſpitable Regions of Africa and Amerita, 
the Rioters would certainly have been puniſh'd 
with Death,. and with all the particular 
Severities the Laws of thoſe Countries allow. 
And for this I could produce many In- 
| ſtances from Salmon's Hiſtory of Africa; 
and Dampier's Accoant of the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of the Indians in America, I am 
almoſt tired with this Subject, and to bring 
it to a Concluſion, will ſkip: over all that 
mean and * Management from the Vear 
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2515, to the late Rebellion. Was their 
Conduct, during this long Tract of Time, 
examin'd and particularized, and honeſtly 
and fairly animadverted upon, it would ap- 
ts they are no Changelings. As to their 
aviour during the late Rebellion, I can 

have no Books * Records to have recourſe 
to, the Affair being ſo recent. HHowevet 
I will aſſert one Fact, and affirm it to be re- 
ligiouſly true: Since the Defeat of the Re- 
bels, by the ever memorable Victory at Cu- 
laden, Le Time at Oxford, 
and had the Honour of the Friendſhip and 
Iotimacy of a worthy Gentleman, the Head 
of a very conſiderable C ,— — This 
Oentleman aſſur d me, that its ſurprizing to 
conſider and reflect on the then Diſaffection 
and of that Univerſity; and that 
when the News of the Defeat of General 
Cope: reach'd: Oxford, it was viſible to every 
due, from the Countenances of the People, 
- Who were pleas'd and who were not 
and on that Occaſion they had many private 
Cabals in the Univerſity; The Pretender's 
Health was drank, and his preſent Ma- 
jelty's Perſon, Family, and Government, 
were ſpoke in of Terms the moſt reproach · 
. and opprobrious : And allo, that 
fot a long Time after the glorious Victory 
, of. they could not ſpeak of his 
"Royal Highneſs, the Duke of Cumberland, 
even with common Decency; but would 
IN | — 
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repreſent him to have acted towards the Re- 
bels in a butcherly Manner, and contrary ta 
the Laws and Rules of War, and would call 
it a Maſſacre. O horrible! what abandon'd 
and profligate Wretches muſt thoſe be, who 


would load the Name and Character of our 


Britiſh Hero with Reproach and Diſgrace ; 
whounderwent almoſt in inſu Fatigue, 
and hazarded his valuable Life to vanquiſh a 
Crew the moſt wicked and abandon d that 
ever the World ſaw; and by this very Vic- 
tory, ſecur' d all that was dear and valuable 
to us, both as Proteſtants and Enghfſpmen,-— 
This Gentleman further afſur'd me, that two 
very loyal Sermons were, about this Time, 
preach'd at the Univerſity Church, wherein 
the Preachers roundly aſſerted. and main- 
tained, that it now 1 
one openly to profeſs their hearty Attach- 
ment to the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
preſent Goverment, in — to the 
Claims of the Pretender and Pope 8 — 
Thoſe two Perſons finding thee Sermons 
had given great Diſguſt to the Univerſity, to 
vindicate themſelves, they determin'd to print 


them, and accordingly greatly importun'd 


the Vice-Chancellor to grant them his Im- 
primatur, without which 1 1 err they 


ould not print them at Oæfard. The Vice- 
hancellor peremptorily refus d to ee 3 


Clergymen 
were 


* the two very. worthy 
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were oblig'd to print them at Lonidon. 1 have 
read over both theſe Sermons with great At- 
tention, and could not find one ſingle Ex- 
preſſion that could poſſibly offend any Man, 
that did not lean a little to the Cauſe and In- 
tereſt of the Pretender. The Preachers 
of thoſe two Sermons were, the Reverend 
Mr. Francis Potter, M. A. Vicar of Burford 
in Oxferdſtire,—and the Reverend Mr. 
Fobn Free, D. D. and Vicar of Runcom in 
Obeſtire. Il ſay theſe Facts were related to 
me at Oxford, fince the glorious and ever 
memorable Victory at Culloden, by the 
worthy Head of a College, whoſe Name I 
am ready to mention, of ever 0 call'd 
upon to do it. | 
As to the preſent great Officer at Oxford, 
and the Students that are now under legal 
Proſecution, for high Crimes and Miſdemea- 
nors, ſaid to have been committed at Oxford, 
on the Birth-day of one of the Pretender's 
Sons; here, as an Engh/hman, give me 
Leave to ſay, That all the People of 
England, (I mean the honeſt, the wile, the 
brave and virtuous Part of the People) de- 
mand a fair, open, and candid Trial. If 
the Accuſation, brought againſt them, 7 
to be falſe and malicious, let t hem de pub. 
lickly and honourably acquitted ; but if they 
appear to be e DO Ne he 
0 be „ Vx 5 
or 


„ 


; For God's Sake let there be no ſtraining 
of Laws, no artful Contrivances to — 
the Deſign and Intention of our Laws, no 
Suppreſſion of Evidences, that thoſe Crimi- 
nals (if they ſhould appear to be ſo) may 
"eſcape with Impunity. What — | 
is too ſevere, what Ignominy and Reproach 
is too great for thoſe Perſons, who ſhall 
openly and publickly endeavour to deſtroy 
the fundamental Laws and Conſtitutions of 
e ve and ſhall ſo far vitiate and cor- 
 Fupt the Minds of the Vouth of our Nobi- 
lity and Gentry, as to engage them deli- 
—— to prefer the Cauſe and Intereſt of 
the Pretender and Popery, in oppoſition to 
the Proteſtant Religion, nd tho 7 On- 
yerament.. - 
- Well might the Annaliſt cry out; 0 this 
Sink of Rey O this School of Se- 
"= dition! And give me Leave to aſk in my 
Turn, what Sort of Mortals muſt thoſe Gen- 
try be, who ſend their Sons to Oxford to be 
inſtructed in the Principles of Religion, Mo- 
rality, and Government? Don't we live to 
ſee in our own/Days, the Prediction of that 
venerable and great Man, M. Locke, rati- 
fied! and confirmed, When he declared to 
King Villiam, that great Blindneſs, Igno- 
rance, and Obſtinacy muſt unavoidably pre- 
vail in this Kingdom, till ſuch Time as our 
Univerſities and Schools are brought under a 
quite new and different Regulation. 


When 
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When I fit down and calmly reflect on 
that extraordinary Mildneſs and Clemency 
with which our Government has always 
treated this famous Univerſity, ever ſince the 
Acreſſion of the preſent royal Family to the 
Crown of theſe Realms, I can truly fay I 
am fill'd with Surprize and Aſtoniſhment 
at their monſtrous; black 2nd ungrateful Re- 
turns. The Generofity and Tendernefſs of 
the Crown towards them, inſtead of inſpi- 
ring them with Sentiments of Gratitude, the 
natural Effet of ſuch Treatment upon all 
| ous Minds, has only fill'd them with a 
diſdainful' Inſult and Triumph: They have, 
all Occaſions, enjoy'd: the Protection 
: thoſe Laws they daily trample upon, and 
of that Government which they daily inſult. 
I am far, very far from envying them 
any Privileges they enjoy, or any reaſonable 
Liberty they can plead for ; but the Liberty 
of reducing a brave and free People to a 
Nation of Slaves, is ſuch a Liberty as God 
Almighty grant they may never enjoy. Had 
they any Senſe of Gratitude, Generofity, or 
Honour, this would be a ſtrong Tie upon 
them, and induce them to preſerve, at leaſt, 
ſome Shew of 


ment which has ſo long protected them, 
and indulged them in the Poſſeſſion of ſo 
great a Degree of Wealth and Power, 
I have now done with this our famous 
Univerſity, and ſubmit all to the — 


towards that Govern- 
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calm and ſerious Reflection. And from 
what has been already ſuggeſted, it muſt ap- 
pear beyond all poſſible Contradiction, that 
all the Rebellions, Miſchiefs, and Miſeries 
that have ever befallen this poor Nation ſince 
the Revolution, have been entirely occafion'd 
by our publick Univerſities and Schools. 
It's there the Minds of our Youth have been 
corrupted and depraved, both in their No- 
tions of Religion, Morality, and Govern- 
ment : There they have had their young 
and tender Minds early impreſ#'d with the 
Seeds and Spirit of Diſloyalty and Diſaffec- 
tion to our Government, Laws, and Conſti- 
tution ; and from hence ariſes an abſolute 
and indiſpenſable Neceſſity of. ſetting up 
ſome new and extraordinary. Reformation in 
our Univerſities and publick Schools... l 
have another Reaſon to offer why this Re- 
formation ſhou'd not be neglected and de- 
lay'd, which tho' it may ſeem an unpolite 
and unfaſhionable one, yet I will venture it: 
It is a generally received Opinion, that Reli- 
gion and Vertue, ſor many Vears paſt, is 
greatly on the Decline in this Kingdom, and 
that Vice, Profaneneſs, Immorality, together 
with a horrid Contempt of God, and Neglect | 
of his Worſhip, have made a ſurprizing Spread - 
through all Ranks and Degrees amongſt us; | 
and that this general Corruption of Manners 
began firſt in thoſe of high Rank and Qua- in 
lity, and by their Influence, Example, and ] 
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Authority, ſoon, became univerſal amongſt 
ole. of the middle and lower Station. 

I will not pretend to determine abſolutely 
if this Suggeſtion be true or not, I really 
fear there is too much Truth in it: And if 

we trace this to its firſt Riſe and Foundation, 
it will preſently appear to be occaſion'd by 
the preſent Methods of Education in our pub. 
lick, Schools and Univerſities, where ſufficient 
Care is not taken to impreſs the young and 
tender Minds of our Nobility and Gentry with 
the great Importance of Religion, and how it 
naturally conduces to the publick and private 
Happineſs of Mankind, even in this World as 
Well as the next — this Matter has been 
molt ſhamefully neglected; and for want of 
a greater Strictneſs in their Management and 
Diſcipline, our Youth have been permitted 
to run into a Courſe of Vice, Immorality, 
and Extravagance, all which wou'd at once 
be prevented by the Reformation here pro- 
pos d; as none then wou'd be truſted with 
the Education of our Youth, but ſuch as 
were of very exemplary Lives and Conver- 
ſations, and who had their own Minds ſe- 
riouſly impreſs'd with the Belief of a God, 
and A future State of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, and alſo of the very great Impor- 
tance it is to the publick and national Wel- 

fare, that our Nobility and Gentry ſhould 
be Men fearing God, and hating Covetouſ- 
neſs.— In all Kingdoms and Nations under 
I | _ © Heaven, 
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Heaven, it is conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt 
Rules of Prudence and Policy, in Kings; 
Princes, Rulers, and Miniſters of State; that 
they become religious Men themſelves : Re- 
ligion in a Magiſtrate ſtrengthens his Autho- 
rity; it procures Veneration, and gains a 
Reputation to it: d in all Affairs of this 
World, ſo much Reputation is really ſo much 
Power. — Religion, Honour, and Virtue; 
when they appear in Men of a low Degree, 
will command a ſort of Reverence and Rez 
ſpect ; but in Perfons of eminent Rank and 
Dignity, they appear to ſo great an Advan- 
tage, as even to caſt a Luſtre on all they do 
or ſay... Vice and Immorality leſſens Great- 
neſs, and unavoidably throws a Contempt 
and Diſreſpect on Authority itſelf, 

It has' been an agreed Determination, by 
the beſt and wiſeſt Politicians that this World 
has ever produced, that Religion and Virtue 
are the great Cauſes of publick Happineſs 
and Proſperity in every Nation and Kingdom: 
This the Scripture declares to be the ſettled 
Courſe of God's Providence, That a righte- 
ous Nation ſhall be happy, the Work of 
Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, Quietneſs, and 
Aſſurance for ever; and this is confirm'd by 
the Hiſtory of all Ages, both Sacred and Pro- 
fane, We find the interchangeable Provi- 
dence of God towards the People of Mael, 
ſuited to their Manners; they were conſtantly 

proſpered or afflicted, according as Religion 
: x0 | 1 flouriſu'd 
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flouriſt?d or declined: amongſt them; and 
the Caſe has been exactly the fame with all 
other Nations. The Reman Empire ſtood 
firm whilſt they retain'd their antient Pro- 
bity and Virtue; but no ſooner did they fall 
into a general Corruption and Depravity of 
Manners, but the Fouydations of their Em- 
pire were ſhaken, and ſoon after demoliſh'd. 
I won't pretend to ſay that God, in the Ad- 
miniſtration of his Juſtice, is ty'd down to 
Precedents, yet there is a great deal of Rea- 
ſon to believe, that God will deal thus with 
all Nations, becauſe the Reaſon of thoſe Diſ- 
penſations ſeems to be perpetual, and founded 
upon that which can never change, the eter- 
nal and unalterable Juſtice and Rectitude of 
the divine Providence. 

J am ſenſible I ſhall here be told by ſome, 
that there is no ſuch thing as a Providence ſu- 
perintending human Affairs; that 'tis a meer 
Chimera, and that all Affairs and Events in 
the World depend on natural and ſecond 
Cauſes alone. Admitting this to be really 
the Caſe, yet, even then, it is demonſtrable, 
that Religion and Virtue in a Nation, is the 
grand Source and Foundation of publick 
Happineſs and Proſperity : For in any Na- 
tion where Religion psevails, and is properly 
encouraged, agreeable to the natural Ten- 
dency of Things, it will have a good Influ- 
ence upon the People, it will make them 


obedient to the Government, and oblige 
them 
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them to live conformable to Laws, and peace- 
able to one another: Beſides, it is moſt 
certainly the greateſt Obligation upon Con- 
ſcience, to the honourable and equitable Diſ- 
charge of all publick Offices, and of all moral 
Duties. — Chaſtity, Temperance, and In- 
duſtry do, in their own Nature, tend to 
Health and Plenty; Truth and Fidelity, in 
all our Tranſactions, does naturally create 
mutual Love, Good-will and Confidence 
among Men.——Intemperance and Luſt na- 
turally breed Infirmity and Diſeaſes, which, 
when propagated, and become general, ſpoil 
and ruin the Race and Strain of a Nation. — 
When Men are obedient to a Government, 
meerly out of Fear of the Power of a Magi- 
ſtrate, which is the Caſe in many Places, this 
is a weak and looſe Principle of Obedience; 
and this Principle will ceaſe, and be no more, 
when Men can rebel with Safety and Advan- 
tage. But that of Conſcience is a firm, laſting, 
and conſtant Principle, and will hold a Man 
faſt, when all other Obligations will break. 
I know it has been the Opinion of ſome, 
that Government, may ſubſiſt without the 
Belief a Deity, or a future State of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments. I'll grant fome 
fort of Government may even then ſubſiſt, 
as the Neceſſities of human Nature, and the 
Miſchiefs ariſing from perpetual Confuſion, 
wou'd compel Men to enter into ſome kind 
8 E 2 of 
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of Order ; but then this * wou'd : 
want its firmeſt Baſis and Foundation.—And 
there wou'd be infinitely more Diſorders 
in the World, it Men were reſtrain'd from 
Injuſtice and Violence by human Laws only, 
— not by Principles of Conſcience, and the 
Dread of another World. If it be true 
that our Nobility and Gentry are more vici- 
ous and profane, in their Morals and Man- 
ners, than their Fore- fathers, the Fault muſt 
lye entirely at the Door of thoſe who have 
been intruſted with their Education. It is 
Education alone that makes and forms the 
human Mind; and this, with all wiſe and 
conſiderate Men, will be deem'd as an un- 
anſwerable Argument in favour of the Re- 
formation here propos d, and by which our 
Youth wou'd be brought under a quite dif- 
ferent Management and Diſcipline ;— the 
happy Conſequence of which, wou'd be the 
Reſtoration of that Religion, that ſolid and 
ſubſtantial Virtue, that plain and unaffected 
Piety which is reported to have flouriſh'd in 
the Days of our immediate Fore-fathers. 

With regard to our national Church, it 
has been the calm and deliberate Opinion of 
many good and great Men, that there is ſtill | 
retain d in its Doctrines, Worſhip, and Diſ- 
Cipline, a good deal of Abſurdity and Con- 
tradition, which was introduc d by the 
Weakneſs and Wickedneſs of Eccleſiaſticks 
of former Fs And this Perſwaſion is 


become 
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become almoſt general; and as Light and 
Knowledge increaſe in the World, it will 
grow more and more univerſal : And really 
it affords me no ſmall Pleaſure when I conſi- 
der, that great Numbers of the beſt and wiſeſt 
Men of the preſent Age, ſeem well inclin'd 
to remedy thoſe Diſorders and Abuſes, in a 
calm and gentle Manner. | 

With regard to our Schools, it is well 
known that there have been, and that there 
even now remain in this Kingdom, thoſe 
private Seminaries, where the Seeds of Diſloy- 
alty and Diſaffection to the Government are 
inculcated into the young and tender Minds 
of our Youth. The Notoriety of this Fact 
is ſo evident, as makes all particular Inſtances 
unneceſſary. I have now by me ſufficient 
Proofs of this to exhibit, if ever I ſhould 
be properly called upon for the ſame. 

. Having now clearly prov'd the abſolute. 
Neceſſity of a further Reformation in our 
national Church, Univerſities, and Schools, 
and pointed out ſome of the unſpeakable 
Advantages that muſt ariſe from it.— 1 
come, in the laſt Place, to prove the Lega- 
lity of ſuch a Reformation, and to demon- 
ſtrate, beyond all poſſible Cantradiction, that 
whenever the publick Authority, that is the 
Legiſlature, ſhall attempt to carry this ſalu- 
tary Deſign into Execution, that ſuch a Pro- 
cedure will be perfectly conſiſtent with all 
the fandamental Laws and Conſtitutions of 
| E 3 theſe 
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theſe Realms. And as in the further Pro- 
ſecution of this Deſign I ſhall frequently 
mention the Word Church, I wou'd be un- 
derſtood to mean the Church of England, as 
by Law eſtabliſh'd. It is this Church I ſhall 
now undertake to defend and maintain. 

It's well known to all that have read our 
eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that the Reformation in 
England was begun and carried on by Lay- 
men, not only without but againſt the Con- 
ſent of the whole Body of the Clergy ; (very 
few excepted) they oppoſed every Step to- 
wards their own Amendment ; it was a gene- 
ral Struggle and Inſurrection of the awaken'd 
Laity, againſt the Pride, Inſolence, and Op- 
preſſion of the Prieſts, who, by a thouſand falſe 
and deluſive Arts, had cheated them of their 
Eſtates, impos'd on their Conſciences, inſulted 
their Perſons, and brought them to the loweſt 
Degree of Servitude, and frequently debauch'd 
their Wives and Daughters into the Bargain. 
The chief Direction of this Reformation 
was left to the Lay Gentlemen. They con- 
fider'd it as an Opportunity put by Heaven 
into their Hands, to free themſelves from 
_ thoſe unjuft and intolerable Uſurpations, — 
At this Time the Prieſts were not wanting to 
preſerve, by all poſſible Methods, their moſt 
exorbitant Dominion. They ſet up all over 
the Kingdom, a knaviſh Cry of the Danger 
of the Church, and that Sacrilege was the 
moſt damnable of all Sins; but to their un- 
Panadie Grief, dae ſaw their old 7 
wou 
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wou'd now ſtand 3 in no ſtead, The 
Lay Reformers went boldly on; they ſeiz d 
and apply'd to publick Uſes ſuch immenſe 
Wealth and Riches, as even exceeds all I- 
magination, which the Clergy, for many 
Ages, had gone on extorting from old 
Women, and ſuperſtitious Bigots, by Com- 
poſitions for Murders, publick and private 
Robberies, beſides an infinite Number of 
Eſtates they had wreſted out of private Fa- 
milies, under pretence they were given to 
them by their Friends, in their laſt dying 
Moments, to procure them a ſafe Paſſage to 
Heaven. - <4 þ 
Thus Matters ſtood at the Time of the 
Reformation; but for many Centuries prior 
to the Reformation, the Clergy had always 
been exceeding troubleſome and vexatious to 
the civil Power, by endeavouring to eſtabliſh 
an independent ecclefiaſtical Conſtitution, 
abſtracted from the civil Power, and under 
no manner of Controul from any human 
Power or Authority whatever ; pretending 
they were the Ambaſſadors of God, that 
their Perſons were ſacred, and that they ex- 
erciſed all eccleſiaſtical - Juriſdiction by the 
Virtue of a divine Right.—— Nothing cer- 
tainly can be more- abſurd and. ridiculous 


than two independant Powers in. the ſame © 


Society: And in order to ſet. up and eſta- 
bliſh this wicked and impious Claim, they 
have, in Places and Times without Number, 
| 4 fill'd 


| 72) 
fillid the World with Vialence, Sn, Ra. 
panes and Cruelty. 

I am now to Prove, by our ancient Hic 
tories and Records, that this Claim of the 
Clergy was never admitted in England, even 
in Times of the greateſt Darkneſs and Ig- 
porance, and for many Centuries prior to 


the Reformation, but that even the Church 
was treated by the Government as mere 
Creatures, and Productions of the civil Power, 

to whom it owed its very Being and Exiſt- 
ence, and from whom alane it derived all its 
Wealth, Power, Influence, and Authority. 

Io ſuppoſe two independant Powers 
ruling the Body Politick, is as abſurd as to 
ſuppoſe two Souls, independent of each 
other, to govern the Body Natural: Two 
Heads to the ſame Body, whether Natural 
or Political, can ſerve to no other End than 
to make a Monſter . 

The Suppoſition of two independent Pow 
ers in one State or Society, naturally tends to 
deſtroy and ſubvert all Order and Govern- 
ment in the World, and muſt unavoidably 
introduce the utmoſt Anarchy and Confu- 
ſion.- All ſupreme and independent Power 
muſt be indiviſible; and he who has any 
ſuch Power in Ecclefiaſticals, muſt have it 
in Civils.—If the Clergy hold their Offices 
by a divine Commiſſion, the Magiſtrate can 
have no Right to debar or hinder their exe- 
| eating them n,. he * not to pre- 
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tend to ſuſpend or ſuperſede a Commiſſion 
from Heaven. But this Claim of the Clerg 
to exerciſe any Power or Juriſdiction y 
Vertue of a divine Right, is, in its own Na- 
ture, ridiculous and abſurd, productive of 
the worſt of Conſequences, and was never 
admitted, even in Times of the greateſt Ig- 
norance.——As far back as the Year 755. 
by Writ or Grant of Kenulpbeus, a Saxon 
King, the Abbots and Monks of Abingdon 
were exempted from all epiſcopal Juriftic: 
tion ; and at the ſame time epiſcopal Power 
was granted to the Abbot ; and in the ſame 
Year this Grant was confirm'd by a Charter 
pug in the Convention of the States, which 

preſume was that great Aſſembly we how 
call Parliament. For tho” at this time the 
whole Nation was given up to Popery, yet 
they did not dream of an independant eccle- 
fiaſtical Juriſdiftion, (Vide Lailur's Caſe in 
Sir. John Davis's Reports.) 
In St. Edward's Laws, Chap. XIX. it is 
declar'd, that the King is Vicar of the 
higheſt King, to this Fnd that he ſhould 
govern or rule the People of the Land, and 
above all Things the holy Church. his 
I take to be the Sum of that Part of Com- 


mon-Law, mention'd in the Reign of —y = 


Edward I. when one of his Subjects (as 

Lord Coke ſays in Cawdery's Cale) brought 
in a Bill of Excommunication againſt his 
er Subject, and publiſh'd it to the Lord- 
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Treaſurer of England: And this was, by the 
Common-Law of England, adjudged Trea- 
ſon, not againſt the Biſhop, but againſt the 
his. Crown and Dignity ; for which 
he had been hang'd and drawn, if the ear- 
neſt; Interceſſion of the Chancellor and Trea- 
ſurer had not prevail'd for mitigating the Sen- 
tence, by forcing him to abjure the Realm, 
In the ſame Caſe Lord Coke reports, that 
King Edward III. claim'd a Benefice within 
the Province of York, who was refus'd by 
the Archbiſhop, becauſe the Pope, by way 
of Proviſion, had confer'd it upon another, 
— The King thereupon brought a 2yare 
non admit. The Archbiſhop then 
pleaded the Pope s Proviſion, for which 
contempt againſt the King s Crown and Dig- 
nity, (ſays Lord Coke) by Judgment at Com- 
mon-Law, the Lands of his whole Biſhop- 
rick. were ſeiz d into the King's Hands dur- 
ring his Life; which Judgment (he adds) 
Was long before any Statute or Act of Parlia- 
ment. was made in that Caſe And from 
this it evidently appears, that the main Prin- 
ciples of the Reformation, were taken from 
the ancient Common-Laws of England, 
which admitted not the leaſt eccleſiaſtical 
Power, Juriſdiction, or Authority, but what 
was derived from the State. In the Firſt 
Parliament of Edward VI. it was enacted, 
that al! Biſhops ſhould be made by the 


King s Letter Patent, and upon which they 
were 
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were only to be conſecrated: And that 
whereas Biſhops did now exerciſe Authority 
in their own N as they had done in 
the time of Popery, and ſince all Juriſdic- 
tion, both Spiritual and Temporal, was de- 
rived from the King; therefore the Biſhops 
Courts, in time to come, ſhould be always 
held in the King's Name, and their Proceſs 
ſeal'd by the King's Seal, as in Courts of 
Common-Law ; and according to the Tenor 
of this Law, the Biſhops did r renew 
their Commiſſions. 

If the Clergy have any Power by divine 
Right, it muſt be when they are aſſemb ed 
in Convocation : But the 25th of Henry 
VIII. Chap. IX. is a famous Bar to any ſuch 
divine Right. For that Act makes it no 
leſs than a premunire for them ſo much as 
to meet without the King's Writ ; and when 
they are met, they are ty'd down, by a ſevere 
Penalty, from attempting to do any thing 
without the King's Licence firſt obtain d. 
And afterwards it is further declar'd, that 
no Reſolution of theirs ſhall have the Force 
of a Canon, unleſs the King is pleas'd to 
confirm it; nor is it even then valid, if it be 
repugnant to the Laws, Statutes, and Cuſ- 
toms of theſe Realms. 2 

I could mention many Inſtances where 
King Henry VIII. King Edward, and Queen 
Elizabeth have enforc'd their royal Inj unc- 
tions on Eccleſiaſticks of all Degrees, by bg 

leſs 
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leſs Penalties than Suſpenſion, Deprivation, 

and Incapacity. The 5 p by the 
la 


Common-Law of England, for many Cen- 
_ tories, have been in poſſeſſion of a Right of 
making uſe of a Convocation, or of ſetting 
it afide, and of ſettling all religious Matters 
without them ; therefore the Clergy's Pre- 
tentions to the leaſt Shadow of Power, is 
moſt_ ridiculous and abſurd. All the 
Biſhops and Clergy of England, conven'd and 
aſſembled together, have not the Power equal 
to a petty Corniſh Corporation: For they 
can, I apprehend, make any By-Laws, and 
thoſe Laws ſo made are obligatory on them- 

ſelves. Of | 

In the 8th of Elizabeth, Chap. I. it is de- 
Clar'd, that the Power of the Parliament 
reaches to the annulling of all Canons, even 
in the moſt ſpiritual Things; and they there 
enact, that no Canon ſhall be good or valid, 
which is contrary to the Form eſtabliſh'd by 
Parliament for the Conſecrating of Biſhops. — 
Now if the Parliament can annul eccleſiaſti- 
cal Laws, they muſt be able to make them, 
ſince no greater Power is neceſſary for one 
than the other, and conſequently the Clergy 
or Convocation can have no Power but what 
is derived from and dependant on the Par- 
liament, who, by the 45 of this Realm, 
' have the ſole Power to abridge, curtail, and 
annul all eccleſiaſtical Ceremonies, Laws, and 
Canons: How otherwiſe could they formerly 
on, 4 
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make all the Acts of Conyocation mere Nulli- 


- ties, and theClergy liable to the ſevereſt Penal- 


ties, if they did not obſerve all the Forms 
and Methods there preſcribed to them in their 
ſitting and acting? The Parliament, I mean 
the Legiſlature, look on themſelves always to 
have a Plenitude of Power in all Matters 
and Things relating to Religion. In the 
Days of the greateſt Darkneſs and Superſti- 
tion in England, this one fundamental No- 
tion always prevail d. That no Man ought 
a. be bound by any Law he does not conſent 
This was ſo ſtrongly ingraved on 
8 Minds of our Anceſtors, that nothing 
could efface it, - and we find them often 
proteſting, that this, and the other thing, 
does not bind them, becauſe done without 
their Conſent. To ſuppoſe any Laws, Ca- 
nons, or Ordinances of the Clergy to be ob- 
ligatory unleſs confirm'd by Parliament, is 
bidding Defiance not only to all the Common 
and Statute Laws of this Realm, but is ſub- 
verting the very Conſtitution.——Y:ge 2 1ſt 
Henry VIII. Chap. I. where it is declar'd in 
as full and expreſs Words as can be. If the 
Clergy have any divine Right to make Laws, 
how could Henry VIII. and Edward VI. autho- 
_ riſe thirty-two Perſons, half Laymen, to eſta- 
* liſh all ſuch eccleſiaſtical Laws and Canons 
whatſoever ?—Should the King and Parlia- 
ment of England, at this Juncture, autho- 
riſe thirty-two Perſons, all Laymen, to make 

what 
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what Reformation they may judge conve- 
nient in our national Church, - Univerſities, 
and Schools, a man muſt be ignorant to the 
laſt Degree, to preſume ſuch a Procedure to 
be illegal. _——In the 25th of Henry VIII. it 
is aſſerted in a fingle Clauſe, That eccleſiaſti- 
cal Laws now in uſe, do owe their Eſtabliſh- 
ment to the King and Parliament. In 
the Firſt of Elizabeth, Chap. I. it is enacted, 
that the Convocation, or Clergy, ſhould not 
be permitted to declare what was Hereſy; 
and further, that no Determination of theirs 
in Religion, ſhould be adjudg'd Error; 
Hereſy, or Schiſm; and that it was the 
Right of Parliament to enact Laws concern- 
ing Faith, Worſhip, Doctrine, Church-Go- 
vernment, ordaining and depriving Biſhops 
and Prieſts, and concerning Rights, Ceremo- 
nies, and all other Church Matters. —37th 
Henry VIII. Chap. XVII. it is enacted and 
declared, That all Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and 
Archdeacons, and all other ecclefiaſtical Per- 
ſons, have no manner of Power or Juriſdic- 
tion, eccleſiaſtical, but by and under the 
King's Majeſty, the only undoubted Head 
of the Church. —26th Henry VIII. Chap, I. 
it is enacted, That the Kings of theſe Realms 
{ſhall have full Power, from time to time, to 
reform and corre& all manner of Errors, 
- Herefies, Offences, Abuſes in all eccleſiaſti- 
cal Matters and Things whatſoever ; and in 


Conſequence of this, a commiſſion was 
| granted 
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granted to Cromwell, and confirm'd by Par- 
liament, to act as the King's Vicegerent in 
all Matters eccleſiaſtical; and he was placed 
above the then Archbiſhop of Canterbury, — 
And in the next Reign, in the Statutes of the 
Firſt of Edward VI. Chap. II. it is enacted, 

That all Authority or Jatifaiction, ſpiritual, 

is drawn and deducted from the King's Ma- 
jeſty, as the ſupream head of the church, — 
iſt of Elizabeth, Chap. I. it is enacted, That 
all who take Orders or Degrees in our Uni- 
verſities, are to take the Oaths of Supre- 
macy In which they acknowledge, that 
the Queen is ſupream Head and Governor in 
all eccleſiaſtical Things and Caſes ; and that 
they will defend and maintain that Autho- 
rity, granted and belonging to the Queen, her 
Heirs and Succeſſors, united and annex'd 
to the imperial Crown of theſe Realms. 

None can diſpoſe of the Places of deceas'd 
Biſhops, but he to whom they devolve on his 
Death. 2 5th Henry VIII, Chap. XX. it 
is enacted, That the Chapter ſhall be oblig'd, 
within twelve Days, to chuſe the Perſon the 
King names in his Conge d Elire.— And if 
they do not, the King's\Nomination, without 
more ado, ſhall be ſufficient; and the Arch- 


biſhop or Biſhops, to whom the King's Sig- 


nification is directed, are commanded and 
requir'd to confirm the Election, and to in- 
veſt and conſecrate the Elect with all Speed 
and Ce: erity ; ; and if they do not conſecrate 

| within 


within twenty Days, as well as the Chapter 
preſent within twelve Days, they all incur 
ohn cons tHe 
Dr. Stillingfieet, in his Trenicum, Chap. 
VII. makes it plainly appear, that it was a 
common Opinion, that all Church-Goveru- 
ment was mutable; that it belong'd to the 
ſupream Power to model and alter it, as may 
beſt agree with the civil Conſtitution. Arch- 
biſhop Mbiigiſt againſt Cartwright, Page 678, 
declares, that it is the Opinion of the beſt Wri- 
ters, that no one Kind or Model of Church- 
Government is to be perpetually obſerved. . 
I could produce a hundred Quotations 
more, from the beſt Writers that this King- 
dom ever produced, all to the ſame Pur- 
ſe.—as well as a Variety of other Acts of 
Parliament, wherein the Supremacy of the 
Crown is declar'd, confirm'd, and eſtabliſh'd, 
in as expreſs, plain, and full a Manner as 
Words can do it. And I have been the 
more particular on this Head, as in the for- 
mer Part of this Tract I have endeavour'd to 
prove the Neceſſity of a further Reforma- 
tion in our national. Church, Univerſities, 
and Schools, ſo it now became neceſlary for ' 
me to prove, that ſuch a Reformation, when- 
ever it ſhall be begun by the Legiſlature, will 
be perfectly agreeable to and conſiſtent with 
all the fundamental Laws and Conſtitutions 
of theſe Realms. And from what has been 
| Already urg'd, it muſt evidently appear, * 


by the Conſtitution of our Church, the C ; 
are fully and entirely excluded from the leaſd 

Degree or Shadow of Power in any Matters 
or Things eccleſiaſtical. This was the 
Gtound-word or the Foundati chief 
Corner Stone z and therefore to put this 
Matter out of a Poſſibility of being ever more 
diſputed, it was fully declar'd by our An- 


ceſtors, in 1 5 of nee without 
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L have 5 a hom ation 
Churrbg; as any 5 can, or ought 
to have yet I muſt acknowledge that our 

Church is really and truly a parliamentary 
Church, a meer Creature, and L. Producten 
of the Civil Power: It depends entirely 
upon the Acts and Authority of Parliament 
for its very Eſſence, Conſtitution, and Frame: 
And tho' this Matter ſeems very evident to 
every Body's Underſtanding, yet there now 
are, and have ever been ſince the Reform- 
tion, a conſiderable Number of Eccleſia- 
ſticks, who are ſo proud of their prieſtly 
Character, as to declare, in open Defiance | 
te all Law and Reaſon, that they t de- 
rive / any Power or Authority — the Civil 
Magiſtrate; that they are Embaſſadors from 
God and that they perform their prieſtly - 

Offices by Virtue of a Commiſſion from 

Heaven; and that the Clergy. ought to be 
permitted to make ſuch Laws and Conſtitu- 
tions as ſhall appear to be conduſive to their 

2935142 F divine 


—_ 


divine Cimtiuiſiom This is no more nor 
bis than a Rag 


of Popery ; this eccleſiaſtical 
Qlaim is not only (greatly abſurd and ridicu- 
tous, but wou d be — with che moſt 
Tatal: » Canſequences, and deſtructive to the 
Welfare and Happineſs of all the World 
Should I take it in my Head to go to Pars 
or Mauri, and there pretend to be an Am- 
baſſador from the King of England, to at 
by his Commiſſion, with no better Proof than 
the Qlergy offer for their being Ambaſſadors 
fromGud, and to have receiv d a divine Com- 
miſſiori:from- him, I ſhould expect inſtantly 
to be ſeut tither to Beulam or Brides. 
One Reaſun why the Clergy don't incline to 


— frorw from the 8 (22 


this would profane it into an e 


ching) andagpoil all the Myſtery. + 
 wolt Taſk the Parſon of my Pariſh, by what 


Authority he exerciſes his eocleſiaſticnl Func- 
dong Lhe'Il probably reply, that the prieſtly 
Character was \cohvey'd #0 him by the Bi- 
mops and Priefts their Hands on his 
Head; the Biſhop ing him to receive 


the Holy Choſt, c. And that he now ex- 


torciſes his prieſtly Offices Jure Diuuno. 
He will probably ſhew me his Letters of In- 
ſtitution, and perhaps a Certificate of his In- 
Auction into my Pariſh Church; but in all 
this Matter there is not the leaſt Pretence 
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Heaven. 


h 

Heaven. Inſtead of ſhewing any m 
rity from Heaven, he only produces his Or- 

ders from the Biſhop; but the Biſhop could 

not help ordaining you ; if he would have 

kept you from it, you might have compellid 


him by an Action of Quare Impruit, to have 
done you Right. I aſk from whotn did the 
Biſhop derive his Power to ordain? You'll 
reply, From his Conſecration: Very good: 

But ſtill the Conſecration Office; and Ordi- 
nation Office, derive all their Authority frum 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Civil Power; ſo 
that the Biſhop's Conſecration to the Office 
of a Biſhop, and your Ordination to the 
Office of a Prieſt, are only valid by Virtue 
of an Act of Parliament. Had the 'Biſhop 
been conſecrated, or you ordain'd; by any 
other Form, he had been no Biſhop, and 
you had been no Prieſt; and without this 
legal Ordination, had you adminiſtered the 
Lord's Supper, you would have - farfcited 
100 /. according to the Act of Uniformity, 
made in the 14th Year of King Carles II. . 
Its true the Biſhop did bid you receive the 

Holy Ghoſt, c. But theſe Words are war- 
ranted by Law, otheiwiſc neither the Words 
ver Ceremony could ever have made yon 
| Prieff,——Its from the Law of the Land, 
and that only, that all thoſe Forms and Cer 
remopies receive their Force and Efficacy. 
This, I think, is ſufficient to prove, that by 


the Conſtitution of our Church, the Clergy 
Ev — 


5 (8%) 

are by no means to be ſuppos'd to have any 
the leaſt divine Right or Authority. Were 
this Right to be admitted, the World wou'd 


preſently” be fil'd with the utmoſt Anarchy 
and Confuſion : For this Power or Commilſ-/ 
fion from Heaven, muſt be ſuperior to all 
worldly Power; and then the Clergy may 
| forbid the Parliament to meet or prorogue, 
and diſſolve them, juſt as they think proper. 
So that this ecclefiaſtical Claim, is the moſt 
ridiculous and abſurd that ever was ad- 
I k have now gone through what I firſt 
intended, and I hope have proved, to the 
Satisfaction of every honeſt and: judicious 
Man, the Neceſſity of a further Reforma- 
tion in our national Church, Univerſities, 
and Schools; and alſo, that this Reforma- 
tion, whenever begun and undertaken by 
the Legiſlature, will be perfectly confiſtent 
with the fundamental Laws and Conſtitu- 
tion of theſe Realms, Nothing now re- 
mains for me to do but to offer ſomethin 

with regard to the Time that wou'd be moſt 
— — carry this ſalutary Deſign into 
Execution. This Point myſt certainly be 
left” to the Legiſlature ; they are the anly 
proper Judges. But with the utmoſt De- 
ſerence and Submiſſion to the publick Au- 
thority, I will ſay, that it is the Opinion 
of many great, wiſe, and good Men, that 
no Time ever was, or very probably ever = 
9 1 e, 
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be, more proper and convenient than the 
preſent. Let any judicious. Man think 
calmly for a few Minutes, and a Variety of 
Occurrences: and Circumſtances, ſome nice 
and critical, will preſently occur to his Mind, 
that makes the preſent Junctute extreamly 
favourable ae, the very Situation of 
Things at preſent; ſeems, plainly to point 

| out that ſuch 2 Reformation ſhould now be 

undertaken. 

By the Wiſdom and Prudence of his Ma- 
jeſty, we are deliver d from a long and de- 
ſtructive r he * — 2 

uility of E as far as human Fore 

7 W 0 — 4 6 be ſettled on a firm, 901 
ſolid Baſis. We have a Prince upon the 
Throne that is brave and wiſe, admir'd and 
belov 'd by all honeſt Men, becauſe he has 
never, in any one Inſtance, attempted to in- 
vade the Rights and Privileges . his Peo- 
ple, but in all Caſes has maintain'd a ruſt 

' and inviglable Regard to the Laws and Con- 

' Niitutions of the Realm. 

We have a firſt Miniſter: of State that | is 
hot of 2 violent rapacious Temper, not 

ſſeſs d with an infatiable Thurſt al 
IWealth or Power, as ſome of our Mini 
have formerly been; —but is of a mild —-1 
placid Diſpoſition, tho' at all times warmly 
diſpos d to promote the publick Welfare. 
We have alſo a Parliament wiſe and uncor- 
eee Thanks be to his moſt gracious 


Majeſty 


(86) 
ſot it, we have 4 noble Bet er 
Biere Men of ſuch great Eearning; Mo- 
deration, and Virtue, as" ably have not 
been equall'd firice the firl Eſtabfiſhment of 
Chriſtianity im our happy Ie.————-Thoſe 
feretend Gentlemen wou d, doubtleſs, moſt 
chearfully concur in this fo defirable a Re- 
formation; and thereby they would tranſmit 
their Names and Characters to Poſterity, with 
immortal Honour and Renown. This 
Ne formation being once compleated, the 
true n Principles wou'd take a ge-. 

read,” and become univerſal through 
ths and: Corners of this Land. And 
then (and not till then) it may properly be 
ſaid, that our Government, Conſtitution, and 
the preſent royal Family, all ſtand on a Folid 
arid ſubſtantial Baſis, firm and'durtble; and 
can only be ſhaken with the Foundation f 
The Earth. 321 1 9D: * 
And now my * Prayer to Alm 
"God ſhall be, That I might live to ſee 
happy Day here in Gita? Britain, Re 
pubfck Av Authority ſhalt nominate and depute 
Committee of 4 impartial Men; that 
they may diligently, freely, and Honeſtly exa- 
mite dur preſent eccleſaſtical Conſtitution i 
All its Parts, and bring in an unbiafs d and ut 
ptejudiced Account of its Errors and Defects, 


_— whether in Doctrine, Diſcipline, or Worſhip, | 
| in order to their effectua! 1e and Re- 
1 | formatiot'; 
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(87) 
formation. Then wou'd our Zion be, indeed, 
a Praiſe in the Earth; our religious Divifions 
and Diſſentions wou'd be no more; every 
honeſt and wiſe Man wou'd be of this re- 


formed Church; and by ſuch an illuſtrious 


Precedent, we ſhould ffectually recommend 
the like Reformation to all other Proteſtant 
Churches. And as to ourſelves, we ſhou'd 
unavoidably become the Foundation and 


| Fil Center of Unity, Love, and Peace; and con- 


ſequently the Kingdom of God wou'd there- 
- by be advanc'd to the higheſt Perfection on 
| Earth, _ and Amen. | 
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